CONGRESS AND THE SAINTS, ETC.

public life. The belief in God, that he ex-
ists, that he takes any cognizance of hu-
man affairs, and that he hears and an-
swers prayer is almost extinct; it is a
rare thing to find a man who entertains
it. Yet men do not ignore God entirely,
but they deny his interposition in human
affairs. On this point we stand out in
marked contrast with every other peo-
ple. We believe that God's providences
are over all, that not a hair of our head
falls without his notice, that not even a
sparrow can fall to the ground without
his being aware of it, and that he hears
and answers prayer when we supplicate
him in faith in the name of Jesus for
those things that we need; and we have
this lesson to teach. I believe that the
day is not far distant when there will
be a reaction in this respect. There is
at the present time a determination, ap-
parently, to swing to the extreme of in-
fidelity; but I look for a reaction. I be-
lieve that the example, teaching and in-
fluence of the Latter-day Saints will be
attended with good effects. I think it is
the duty of everyone, not offensively, not
in a manner to disgust, but in a proper,
wise manner, to endeavor, as far as possi-
ble, to inculcate by example and by pre-
cept faith in God and in the efficacy of
prayer to him.

Of course there were times when in-
quiries would be made respecting our
belief, and many persons scarcely think
that we believe in Jesus Christ and in
the Bible. Some have the idea that we
are a sort of heathen; or, in other words,
that we have discarded everything con-
nected with Christianity. Others have
no definite ideas in regard to our be-
lief, their minds being fully occupied
with the marriage system of the "Mor-
mons," they having heard of that and
not much else, and they suppose that
we do not believe in anything but mar-
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rying and living in polygamy. When
you converse with men of intelligence,
who have any comprehension of truth,
and relate to them our views, they ac-
knowledge that we are a different peo-
ple to what they imagined. I have re-
marked when in conversation upon our
principles that if the gratification of li-
centiousness were our object, we could
do that in a much more popular and in a
much cheaper manner than the way we
have adopted. I told them that it was
only necessary to follow the example of
some public men and we should get along
without any difficulty, and there would
be no fault found with us at all. Many
would acknowledge that this was true if
the object we had in view was the gratifi-
cation of sensuality. But wherever I have
had the opportunity, I have endeavored
to impress those with whom I have con-
versed with the idea that we regarded
men and women guilty of immoral prac-
tices as being guilty of the worst possible
crime next to shedding blood. I have said
that we regard murder as the greatest
crime in the sight of God, and that next
to that we look upon unchastity and un-
virtuous actions. This has created some
surprise, but it is a lesson that we have
yet to teach mankind on this point, and I
trust that we shall be true to our princi-
ples.

I have heard, since I returned, and
in fact I heard it before, that there is
a disposition on the part of some to
yield to the temptations that surround
us, young men and young women falling
away and being guilty of unchastity,
young men going to billiard saloons,
gambling saloons, drinking saloons, in-
dulging in the habits of smoking and
swearing; and not only young persons
but men of mature years. I am surprised
at it. I am surprised that Latter-day



