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made so prominent?" You talk to men
in that strain, and many would say—
"Certainly, it is folly, we ought to leave
it to the arbitrament of time;" but there
were others who thought it was compa-
rable to slavery. But slavery was the
practice of eleven millions of people at
the time of the rebellion, hence there
is no comparison between them. But it
seems as though, in the providence of
God, men are determined to give this an
importance to which it is not entitled, if
the number of those who practice it be
taken into account. It seems that men
are determined to make it public, to ad-
vertise it, and have it known.

But notwithstanding all these things
we are gaining influence. There is no
people today on this continent of our
numbers who attract so much attention,
and concerning whom there is so much
interest felt as the people of Utah. So
also with the delegate from Utah Terri-
tory; he has always been one of the mem-
bers to whom strangers have been most
desirous to be introduced. This has been
the case from the time of the first del-
egate, and I do not think the interest
has lessened of late. So that, not only
are the people objects of interest, but ev-
erything connected with them and their
history, and notwithstanding all that is
said about us we are growing in influ-
ence in the nation, and it has surprised
me to see how widely our influence is
spreading, and how many channels it oc-
cupies and how wide its ramifications ex-
tend throughout the nation. How dif-
ficult it is to strike us a blow without
hitting somebody else! How difficult it
is to do anything inimical to us with-
out others feeling that they will be in-
jured by that action! This has surprised
me wonderfully this past winter, and in
fact this past two years. I have seen

the growth of the influence of this peo-
ple and its increase in many directions.
Many acknowledge while they deprecate
it. Of course this has caused me to re-
joice more than I can tell. I have felt that
God's hand has been with us as a peo-
ple. I felt so during the first session. The
passage of the Poland bill, in its present
form, was to me one of the most wonder-
ful manifestations of Providence I ever
beheld; that which has occurred this last
session has been equally so, because I
have believed that I could see the hand
of God in it all; I believed that his prov-
idence was over us; I believed that the
prayers of this people, offered continu-
ally unto the Lord, were heard and an-
swered by him. A very prominent gen-
tleman remarked to me one day—"Mr.
Cannon, it is wonderful how you retain
your seat, it surprises me, one would
think you would have been ousted long
ago, considering the efforts which have
been made." I made some remark in re-
ply, and, the conversation continuing I
remarked, calling him by name—"There
are over a hundred thousand people in
Utah Territory praying for you members,
and for me, and they are a sincere peo-
ple, and their prayers are heard." Said
he—"I do believe that is the case." It may
seem a trifling thing, in these days of un-
belief, to think that God hears and an-
swers prayer; but it has been a great sat-
isfaction to me all the time to tell my
fellow members that we were a praying
people, and that God was being suppli-
cated by you to avert every blow.

It is something refreshing at this
time in the midst of the unbelief of
men to meet with a man who be-
lieves that God lives, and that he hears
and answers prayer. You would be
surprised to find how few such men
there are in this world, especially in


