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treaty made with this people. Now, who-
ever heard of one part of the United
States making treaties with another
part of the United States? Or whoever
heard of the people in one part of the
country making a treaty with the peo-
ple in another part? That treaty was
in words like this—"You must leave all
the States of the Union, you must not
stop this side the Rocky Mountains, you
must go beyond the Rocky Mountains; if
you will do this you may depart in peace,
but we will take your houses and lands
and occupy them without remuneration,
we will not pay you for them; but if you
can get away without selling your prop-
erty and you will agree to go beyond the
Rocky Mountains you may have the priv-
ilege of going, otherwise we will kill you."

What were the crimes of which we
were accused in the various places from
which we were expelled? If any of our
people had been guilty of breaking the
laws it was in the power of our enemies
to bring us before their courts of justice,
for in all these places they held all the
civil offices in their own hands. But they
very well knew that, so far as the laws of
the country were concerned, they could
not reach this people. Why? Because
we were not guilty of the transgression
of any of their laws.

When we were driven from Nau-
voo there were some unable to leave—
poor, feeble and sick; Nauvoo was a
kind of a sickly place and a great many
people were sick there, and many of
the sick, infirm and poor had to be
left behind, being unable to leave with
the main body of the Saints. We
walked over the Mississippi River on
the ice and wandered and wallowed
about in the snowdrifts of Iowa with
our teams and wagons, but these poor

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

people could not get away in time. The
mob were very anxious to come in pos-
session of our property, and hence af-
ter the main body got out one or two
hundred miles from Nauvoo, where there
were no inhabitants, cut off from all re-
sources, and unable to obtain any infor-
mation from our poor brethren, the mob
was so anxious to get the property of
which they had forcibly deprived us, that
they attacked the city with cannon and
musketry, and finally drove these poor
people out and compelled them to cross
the river, where a great many of them
perished. Were not these tribulations?
Yes, and they were all foretold years be-
fore they came to pass. "After much
tribulation comes the blessing, and this
is the blessing which I, the Lord God,
have promised unto you, that after your
tribulation, you shall be redeemed and
be restored again to the lands of your in-
heritance."

Since our arrival in these mountains
we have had a hard time here. We
have had a land such as no other peo-
ple would ever have pretended to oc-
cupy. It was once considered the most
dreary, desolate, barren place on the
face of all North America, a land where
it was supposed that no human being
could subsist, or in which if he un-
dertook to subsist by the labor of his
hands by cultivating the earth, he would
perish. But by hard labor and perse-
verance we have made ourselves com-
fortable homes in what was formerly a
desert, and the Lord has been very fa-
vorable to us and really has blessed us
far beyond anything we could have an-
ticipated when coming here, and he has
caused that the seasons should be very
fruitful as a general thing; and this land,
which appeared so desolate, barren,
parched up and so full of drouth, has be-



