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their creeds, articles of faith, and disci-
pline, that the Bible contained all that
God would ever reveal to the children
of men. Millions have erred in spirit
because of these doctrines; others have
murmured because of them, and have
found fault, and said, "How can we know
the true doctrine, or the true church,
when we find several hundred all teach-
ing different, each one going his own
way, each proclaiming his own dogma,
creed and discipline? Contradicting and
quarrelling with one another? Christian
nations fighting against Christian na-
tions," etc. They have murmured about
it; and many have begun to think that
there is nothing in revealed religion. It
has made thousands on thousands of in-
fidels; and it is not to be wondered at;
for instead of taking the Bible as their
guide, and comparing ancient Christian-
ity with the truth, they have taken this
Babel of confusion, called modern Chris-
tianity, and have asked if that could be
from heaven? And they do not believe
in it. They do not believe that God is
the author of confusion, and they have
murmured, contended and complained.
But when this book should come forth,
"They that murmured should learn doc-
trine, and they that erred in spirit should
come to understanding." How? In what
way? Because this book, translated from
those plates, contains the doctrine of
Christ in such perfect plainness, that no
two persons who read that doctrine dis-
agree in relation to it. It is plain, and
easy to be understood. For instance, let
me mention in relation to one ordinance
about which there is much contention
among the sects of Christendom, namely
the ordinance of baptism. One says it
must be by pouring, another by sprin-
kling, another by immersion; a fourth
says you must be baptized three times,

once in the name of the Father, once in
the name of the Son, and then in the
name of the Holy Ghost. And thus they
quarrel, and contend, and have their dif-
ferent views about that one doctrine.

Now, when you take up the Book of
Mormon, and read, in the latter part
of the book, concerning this ordinance,
you find that our Lord and Savior, af-
ter his resurrection, descended to the
northern part of what we call South
America, and stood in the midst of a
large congregation of people who saw
him descend, and who also beheld the
wounds in his hands and in his feet, and
they heard him teach his gospel, and
he commanded them that they should
no more offer sacrifices and burnt of-
ferings on this American continent, as
their fathers had been accustomed to
do, but that they should do away with
these things. And he taught them his
gospel, and commanded them to believe
and repent with all their hearts, and to
come down into the depths of humility,
like little children, and be baptized in
his name for the remission of their sins,
and promised them, if they would do so,
that they should be filled with the Holy
Ghost. And he called twelve disciples on
this American continent, the same as he
called twelve apostles in ancient Pales-
tine. And after he had called and or-
dained these twelve disciples, he com-
manded them to baptize all penitent be-
lievers, and he gave them the pattern,
saying unto them—"You shall go down
and stand in the water, and in my name
you shall baptize them. And now behold,
these are the words which you shall say,
calling them by name, Having author-
ity given me of Jesus Christ, I baptize
you in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
And then shall ye immerse them in the
water, and shall come forth again out


