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I will read the 3rd and 4th verses of
the 29th chapter of Isaiah:

"And I will camp against thee round
about, and I will lay siege against thee
with a mount, and I will raise forts
against thee.

"And thou shalt be brought down,
and shalt speak out of the ground, and
thy speech shall be low out of the dust,
and thy voice shall be, as of one that hath
a familiar spirit, out of the ground, and
thy speech shall whisper out of the dust."

[The speaker also read the 10th,
11th, 12th, 13th, 14th and 18th verses
of the same chapter.]

It will be forty-seven years the day
after tomorrow since the plates, from
which the Book of Mormon was trans-
lated, were obtained by the Prophet
Joseph Smith, and as there may be per-
sons in this assembly who are unac-
quainted with the circumstances of the
finding of this book, I will relate some cir-
cumstances in relation to the beginning
of this great and marvelous work.

Joseph Smith, generally known in
the world as "Old Joe Smith,” was
a boy about fourteen years of age at
the time the Lord first revealed him-
self in a very marvelous manner to
him. The circumstances were these:
This boy, in attending religious meet-
ings that were held in his neighbor-
hood, seemed to be wrought upon in

a very wonderful manner, and he felt
great concern in relation to the salva-
tion of his soul. Many young people were
wrought upon by the same spirit, and
they commenced seeking the Lord, and
professed to be converted. Among this
number were several of the Smith family,
who united themselves with the Presby-
terians. During the progress of this re-
vival a sort of rivalry sprang up among
the various denominations, and each one
seemed determined to obtain as many of
the converts as possible, and have them
unite with his particular religious order.
This boy, Joseph Smith, was solicited
and advised to unite himself with some
of the religious denominations in that
vicinity, but being of a reflecting turn
of mind, he inquired in his own heart
which among these several religious bod-
ies was right. I presume that many of
you, at some period of your existence,
have been wrought upon in the same
manner, because you have been anxious
to join yourselves to the true church
of God, if you could only find which
was God's church. It was not, there-
fore, at all strange that this young man
should have these ideas passing through
his mind; but how to satisfy himself he



