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the blessings of the gospel. But from the
very fact that there were no such people
on the earth in the four quarters thereof,
it had to be restored anew from heaven.
This is our testimony, and it is plain and
pointed, but the query is, among those
who have not investigated it—"Is this
true?"

Among the evidences that have ac-
companied the committing of this gospel
to men in our day by an angel, let me re-
fer you to those which were given before
this church arose, when Joseph Smith,
that farmer's boy, was commanded to go
to the hill Cumorah and take from the
place of their deposit the plates from
which the Book of Mormon was trans-
lated, and to translate them. When he
was commanded to do this work, and
while in the act of doing it, the Lord
God sent his angel to three men besides
the translator, and to these men the an-
gel exhibited, leaf by leaf, the unsealed
portion of these plates, and at the same
time the voice of the Lord from heaven
was heard, testifying that the work had
been translated correctly, and command-
ing them to bear witness of it unto all
people, nations and tongues to whom
this work should be sent. They, there-
fore, prefix their testimony in the Book
of Mormon to that effect, testifying to the
ministration of the angel, to seeing the
plates and the engravings thereon, and
to its correct translation.

Here then, were four witnesses—the
translator and three others, before the
rise of this church, who testify that God
sent his angel. It is not a speculation
with them, but something absolutely cer-
tain. They could not be deceived in rela-
tion to this matter. Joseph Smith could
not be deceived when the angel told him
to go and obtain these plates, and gave
him a vision of the very place where
they were deposited, and he actually ob-
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tained them, and with them the Urim
and Thummim, by which he translated
them. There was no possibility of his
being deceived in relation to the matter.
And when these three men, in answer to
their prayers, saw the angel in his glory,
saw him descend from heaven clothed
with glory, saw him take these plates,
saw them in his hands, heard the voice
of God from heaven bearing testimony to
the correctness of the translation, com-
manding them to bear witness to all peo-
ple, they could not be deceived in rela-
tion to this matter, it was something pos-
itive to them; and if you say they were
deceived, with the same propriety an in-
fidel may say that all the prophets from
Adam down to the days of John, who
professed to see angels, were deceived;
with the same propriety they could con-
tend against the holy Scriptures on the
same ground that many would contend
against the testimony of the Book of Mor-
mon.

Were there any others who saw the
plates besides these four men? Yes. How
many? Eight, all before this church
was organized. These eight witnesses
have also given their testimony, and it
is prefixed to the Book of Mormon. The
eight did not see the angel, but they saw
the plates, and they testify that they
handled them, and saw the engravings
thereon, all of which had the appear-
ance of ancient workmanship, and, in
the close of their testimony they say—
"And this we bear testimony of, and we
lie not, God bearing witness of it."

This makes twelve witnesses to
the original of the Book of Mormon.
Would to God that we had twelve wit-
nesses to the original of the Bible,
so that it might stand on equal tes-
timony with the Book of Mormon!
But, alas, there is not one original
in existence that we know of, and



