
FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD, ETC. 255

of our Father in heaven we shall be smit-
ten with the reflection that, instead of
observing the Sabbath, according to the
command, we went off spreeing, or hunt-
ing, or we went looking after cattle, or
getting wood, or dashing around and
breaking the Sabbath time and again,
for if our conscience reprove us, God
is greater than our consciences, and he
surely will condemn us.

Rule seven—"That which is not com-
mitted to our care we will not appropri-
ate to our own use." That is a very mod-
est way of agreeing or promising that we
will not steal or take that which does
not belong to us. One of the ten com-
mandments teaches—"Thou shalt not
steal;" and in the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants we are informed that he that
steals shall be cast out and delivered
to the law of the land. These things
should never be forgotten by those pro-
fessing to be Latter-day Saints. I have
noticed, in the course of my life, a great
many men professing a great deal of
piety, who have been very dishonest. In
the neighborhood where I was raised
there were men who would charge a good
round price for a bushel of wheat, and
then use a false measure. In that way
they reared children to be dishonest. If
there are fathers or teachers in Israel
who indulge in this covetous practice,
or who take that which does not belong
to them, they set examples before their
children which cause them to grow up a
generation of thieves. I was once con-
versant with an incident illustrative of
this principle. A young man was cut
off from the Church for stealing. When
he came home his mother upbraided
him for it, "but," said he, "mother, you
have yourself to thank for it. My fa-
ther always told me not to steal; he com-
manded me not to touch a thing that

did not belong to me, but you used to
send me to the neighbors to steal eggs;
you taught me to steal, and you are
measurably responsible for my disgrace."
This was rather a bitter pill for the
mother, but it contains an important les-
son, if we will consider it.

"That which we borrow we will return
according to promise, and that which we
find we will not appropriate to our own
use, but will seek to return it to the
proper owner." There is too much of a
want of confidence in the midst of the
Saints. When some promise they too of-
ten fail to keep their word; and those
who are in business do not feel as free
to trust their brethren as outsiders do. I
have had brethren come to me and say—
"They are not as accommodating to me
as outsiders are," and I sometimes an-
swer them by saying—"Perhaps you are
not as punctual to pay your brethren as
you would be to pay an outsider." Many
of our brethren are not, and this is all
wrong. Confidence should be established
in each other by fulfilling what we under-
take. What we borrow we should return;
what we agree to do we should fulfill.
We should be careful to make our agree-
ments so that we can fulfill them, and
then do so, and if through some unfore-
seen circumstances we are unable to do
so, we should immediately make known
the facts of the case, and be honest. I
hope these cases are by no means com-
mon, but I am satisfied they are more
numerous than they ought to be.

The ninth rule requires us, as soon as
possible, to cancel all indebtedness, and
thereafter to avoid getting into debt. For
the last few years, owing to the open-
ing of mines, the construction of rail-
roads, and the good crops that have been


