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gone into the spirit world who never saw
the face of a Prophet or of an Apostle,
and never heard the words of an inspired
man, for during the whole of that time
no man was called of God to build up
his kingdom on the earth. Whatever
the Christian world may think, these
things are true. When the Apostles
were put to death the Priesthood went
from the earth, and the Church went
into the wilderness, or, in other words,
there was a falling away among the Gen-
tiles, as there had been before among
the Jews. Those generations are in the
spirit world, shut up in prison; they have
got to be visited by men who held the
Priesthood in the flesh, that they may
preach the Gospel unto them, the same
as Jesus did when he went to preach
to the spirits in prison during the three
days and nights when his body lay in
the tomb. This is our duty. And I will
here say that every Elder of Israel who
lays down his life, whether he dies in his
bed, or is put to death by the enemies
of truth, when he goes into the spirit
world his works follow him, and he rests
in peace. The Priesthood is not taken
from him, and he has thousands more to
preach to there than he ever had here in
the flesh. But it depends upon the liv-
ing here to erect Temples, that the ordi-
nances for the dead may be attended to,
for by and by you will meet your progen-
itors in the spirit world who never heard
the sound of the Gospel. You who are
here in Zion have power to be baptized
for and to redeem your dead. The res-
urrection and the coming of the Messiah
are at the door. The signs of heaven and
earth indicate the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ. The fig trees are putting
forth their leaves in the eyes of every
man who has the faith of the Gospel. Let
us, therefore, try and do our duty. Let

us attend to the ordinances of the house
of God, and unite ourselves according to
his law, for Jesus will never receive the
Zion of God unless its people are united
according to celestial law, for all who
go into the presence of God have to go
there by this law. Enoch had to prac-
tice this law, and we shall have to do the
same if we are ever accepted of God as
he was. It has been promised that the
New Jerusalem will be built up in our
day and generation, and it will have to be
done by the United Order of Zion and ac-
cording to celestial law. And not only so,
but we have to keep that law ourselves
if we ever inherit that kingdom, for no
man will receive a celestial glory unless
he abides a celestial law; no man will re-
ceive a terrestrial glory unless he abides
a terrestrial law, and no man will receive
a telestial glory unless he abides a teles-
tial law. There is a great difference be-
tween the light of the sun at noonday
and the glimmer of the stars at night,
but that difference is no greater than the
difference of the glory in the several por-
tions of the kingdom of God.

I always have said and believed, and
I believe today, that it will pay you and
me and all the sons and all the daugh-
ters of Adam to abide the celestial law,
for celestial glory is worth all we possess;
if it calls for every dollar we own and
our lives into the bargain, if we obtain
an entrance into the celestial kingdom of
God it will amply repay us. The Latter-
day Saints have started out for celestial
glory, and if we can only manage to be
faithful enough to obtain an inheritance
in the kingdom, where God and Christ
dwell, we shall rejoice through the end-
less ages of eternity.

I thank God that my ears have
heard the sound of the Gospel. I


