SEEK FOR PERFECTION, ETC.

results for our good, and he will do it
again. Why there are men who would
say that the mission of Jesus was a fail-
ure (was he not killed by the Jews?), and
the plan of salvation is a failure, and that
creation is a failure, and they may just
as well say these things as to say that
cooperation is a failure, and that many
other things are failures. Some say that
God failed in putting Adam and Eve in
the garden and allowing the serpent to
tempt them and cause them to fall, and
the whole scheme was a failure. Why
not as well say that as to say that other
things are failures? There are some peo-
ple who can only judge of merit by suc-
cess. If successful, no matter what it
may be, it is meritorious. It may have
its origin in hell, and success is, in their
estimation, a test of merit. The best
of schemes and plans have failed fre-
quently in this sense, and yet have been
true and perfect.

I know that God requires this union
at our hands, and by the help of God
I am determined, with all the influence
and power that he has given me or that
he may give me, to use my endeavors
with the people to organize in a man-
ner to resist every encroachment made
against them. All hell is arrayed against
us, and the powers thereof are bound
to destroy this work if they can, and
it is our duty, as Latter-day Saints, to
band ourselves together in the power of
God. We shall be able to do it if we
do right, and the wicked will not gain a
single advantage over us. That is just
as true as that God lives, and I know
it. I know that this United Order is
of God, for God has revealed it to me;
the revelations of Jesus Christ have im-
parted this knowledge to me, and I know
it for myself. I know by the gift of
the Holy Ghost that it is our duty as
a people, and as individuals, to enter
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into this United Order and carry it out
in the spirit that God has revealed it
in. Listen to this testimony, and the
men and women who have the love of the
truth within them have, or will have the
testimony of Jesus that these words are
true and faithful.

And I desire to say further—there has
got to be a spirit of repentance sought
for by many of those who are now called
Latter-day Saints, or they will lose the
spirit of God and their standing among
this people. Will God prosper us in this
United Order? Yes, and we cannot be
a rich people, we cannot be the people
which God designs us to be, until we live
after that pattern. There are hundreds
of men who are praying constantly to
God to deliver them from apostasy and
there are others who pray that God will
deliver them from being rich, because
they perceive that, frequently, when men
get rich, they are not easily handled,
they become intractable, they lose, in
some instances, the Spirit of God; and
therefore, they pray that God will deliver
them from being rich, that they may not
be lifted up in pride. Yet we know that
the revelations and prophecies say that
God will make us a rich people.

Speaking about the Zion of the last
days, Isaiah says that the Lord will
bring for brass gold, for iron silver,
for wood brass, and for stones iron to
build up the Zion of God. When will
that be done? When we are united, so
that we shall not consume the wealth
that God will give us upon our lusts,
upon creating class distinctions, raising
one class above another, one class liv-
ing in luxury and another class grov-
eling in poverty; but when we are so
organized that there will be no rich
and no poor, but all partaking alike of
the bounties that God shall give unto



