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we come in contact in this state of being
may receive his blessings and the gifts,
graces and favors which he bestows upon
his most favored children. Hence, the
Latter-day Saints believe in doing every-
thing here that will help to prepare them
for life eternal in his presence. They look
upon this world as a place where they
should attend to these things. By bap-
tism? Yes. By having hands laid upon
them? Yes. Have the gifts of the Holy
Ghost? Certainly, have them here as well
as hereafter; have them here to a par-
tial extent to prepare them for the life
that is to come. Have the voice of God
here? Yes, why should we not know God's
will here? Why should we be closed out
entirely from all knowledge of God here,
and yet believe that as soon as we die we
are ushered into the fulness of his glory.
Receive these blessings here? Yes, ev-
ery blessing that is necessary. Be per-
fect here? Yes, it is man's privilege, the
Latter-day Saints believe, to be as per-
fect in his sphere as God our eternal Fa-
ther is in his sphere, or as Jesus in his
sphere, or as the angels in their spheres.
Said Jesus to his disciples—"Be ye per-
fect, even as your Father in heaven is
perfect." Perfection, then, is to a certain
extent possible on earth for those who
will live lives that are agreeable to the
mind and will of God.

Now as fast as the Latter-day Saints
can comprehend the life that God, his
angels and those who are made per-
fect in his presence lead, they should
be willing, and I believe that the most
of them are willing, to copy after that
life in this state as quickly as possi-
ble. "Well but," says one, "how useless
it is for frail, fallible, mortal beings to
attempt to live lives of perfection like
the angels and those who are just and
perfect in the presence of God!" I know

that if we are to judge of men natu-
rally, as we see them in the midst of
their sins, breaking the commandments
of God, trampling upon his holy ordi-
nances, disregarding his requirements,
we should say it is useless; and it is not
only useless but it is impossible for men
ever to reach that perfection of which
we speak. But I am encouraged in my
hopes that perfection, to a certain ex-
tent at least, is possible even in this mor-
tal life, by witnessing the results in the
midst of a people who are striving after
it. I know that the efforts of this peo-
ple in this direction, though not always
crowned with the success that we have
desired, yet there has been abundant
cause for rejoicing and thanksgiving in
the progress which we have made. We
have attained unto a degree of union and
love that approximates to some extent to
that union and love which we believe ex-
ist in the eternal worlds. We have not yet
reached, probably, that point when we
can love our neighbor as we do ourselves;
but still, if we strive for and keep that ob-
ject in view, and endeavor to reach that
perfection, undoubtedly we shall over-
come our selfishness, and all those feel-
ings which seem to be a part of fallen hu-
man nature, sufficiently to carry out that
command of God.

If we could get a glimpse of heaven,
that heaven to which we are hasten-
ing, or to which we hope we are has-
tening, have you any idea that there
would be any conflict of interests among
the inhabitants of that blissful abode?
Do you imagine that we should see
one arrayed against another, that there
would be clashing and struggling, each
one scrambling to get the advantage of
his neighbor, and to acquire influence
and power, and the blessings that be-
long to that abode more and greater
than his neighbor? That is not the


