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and which we are told shall stand for-
ever. We as a people, with the views
which we entertain, should not make
up our minds to live in accordance with
the methods of life, the modes of doing
business, and the habits and the tradi-
tions of our forefathers, who have lived
in ignorance of these principles and of
this spirit of revelation—for we are re-
quired, in obeying this Gospel, to hold
ourselves in a position to receive the
word of God, to be counseled, to be di-
rected, to be guided by that word in all
our transactions, in the doctrines which
we believe, in the habits of life which
we adopt and in all our practices and
labors. This is one of the first lessons
which is impressed upon us in starting
out in obedience to the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ. The very first teachings
we received impressed upon our minds
the necessity of forsaking these errors
and false traditions which we have re-
ceived from our fathers—errors in doc-
trine, false traditions concerning God,
concerning his kingdom, and concerning
the plan of salvation which he has re-
vealed; and if we have profited by that
first lesson we have been continually
progressing, learning new truths, new to
us, acquiring knowledge concerning our-
selves, concerning the work with which
we are connected, concerning the earth
and the inhabitants thereof, and we have
been unlearning and forsaking the er-
rors and the faults of our forefathers and
of the world from which we have been
gathered.

The prayer which Jesus taught his
disciples to ask the Father that his king-
dom might come, and his will be done on
earth as it is in heaven, will be fulfilled
by means of this work with which we are
identified. The foundation of that king-
dom has already been laid. And the aim
of every true Latter-day Saint, from the

day that he or she joined this Church un-
til today, has been to approximate to that
life which we are told is led by those who
are exalted through keeping the com-
mandments of God—to do the will of
God on earth as it is done in heaven;
for as the Apostle John says—"Beloved,
now are we the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be: but
we know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him; for we shall see him as
he is. And every man that hath this hope
within him purifieth himself, even as he
is pure." So with the Latter-day Saints,
they have a hope of salvation within
them, they desire to keep the command-
ments of God, and they have been seek-
ing, from the beginning until today, to
purify themselves, to live a heavenly life,
and to reduce to practice in their daily
walk and conversation, those precepts
and laws, obedience to which would pre-
pare them to dwell eternally with God in
the heavens.

There is a characteristic about the
faith of the Latter-day Saints, in which
they perhaps differ from most of the pro-
fessed followers of Jesus Christ—they do
not believe that God expects or desires
them to put off acquiring these perfec-
tions, powers, gifts and graces which be-
long to the heavenly world until they
reach that world; but they believe that
God has placed them here in a state
of probation, and that he has hid him-
self only to a certain extent from them;
that he has drawn a veil of darkness be-
tween himself and his children on the
earth for the purpose of trying their
faith, of developing their knowledge and
testing their integrity, so that those who
will feel after him in faith, persever-
ing in the midst of ignorance, darkness,
doubt, confusion and the temptations
of Satan, and all the evils with which


