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and woman, "Join your hands together,"
and then, when they have done so, he
says, "I pronounce you husband and
wife?" What has God to do with such a
marriage as that? Has God joined them
together? No, a civil magistrate has done
it; and it is legal so far as the laws of the
country are concerned, and the children
are legal and heirs to their parents prop-
erty so far as the civil law is concerned,
but what has God to do with it? Has
he joined them together? No, and the
marriage is illegal, and, in the sight of
heaven, the children springing from such
a marriage are bastards.

How are we going to legalize these
matters? There are many who are very
sorry for the Latter-day Saints; so sorry
that they would favor the passing of a
law which would legalize all the chil-
dren who have been born in polygamy,
and thus prevent them from being what
they consider bastards. Now we are just
as anxious, on the other hand, to get
all our fathers and mothers, who have
been married by these Gentile institu-
tions, joined together by divine author-
ity, in order that they may become legal
in the sight of God. We do not want their
children to be bastardized; and hence, we
get them adopted, or we shall do so when
the Temple is built; I mean all those
who have been born of parents that have
never been joined together of the Lord or
by his authority. All such children, as
well as men and women, married only by
the civil law, have got to have ordinances
performed for them in the Temple. The
men and women will have to be legally
married there; and the children born
before their parents were thus legally
married, will have to pass through ordi-
nances in order that they may become
the legal sons and daughters of their
parents; they will have to be adopted

according to the law of God. You young
men and women, who are married in a
manner that the Lord does not autho-
rize or own, put yourselves to a great
deal of trouble, because you will have
a great deal of work to do hereafter in
temples in order to get things legalized.
How much better it would be for you to
come to those whom God has appointed,
and have your marriages solemnized as
immortal beings, who have to live to all
eternity.

It is true that we have all to die by
and by, and we shall be separated for
a little season; but this separation is a
good deal like a man's leaving his fam-
ily to go on a mission: he returns after a
while to his wives and children, and he
has not lost the one nor has he been di-
vorced from the other, because they have
been separated. And if death separates,
for a little season, those who are married
according to God's law, they expect to re-
turn, to each other's embraces by virtue
of their former union; for it is as eternal
as God himself.

"Do you mean to say," says one, "that
people in the immortal state, will be
united in the capacity of husbands and
wives, with their children around them?"
Yes, we do believe that all persons who
have these blessings sealed upon them
here, by the authority of the Most High,
will find that they reach forward into
the eternal world, and they can hold
fast to that which God has placed upon
them. "Whatsoever you seal on earth,"
said the Lord to the ancient Apostles,
"shall be sealed in the heavens." What
could be of more importance than the re-
lationship of families—the solemn and
sacred relationship of marriage? Noth-
ing that we can conceive of. It affects
us here and it affects us hereafter in
the eternal world; therefore, if we can
have these blessings pronounced upon us


