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marriage, and believed one form to be
just as sacred as the other. Their pro-
genitors or ancestors were polygamists;
and they were considered patterns for
all future generations. Their piety, ho-
liness, purity of heart, their great faith
in God, their communion with him, the
great blessings to which they attained,
the visions that were made manifest to
them, the conversation that God himself,
as well as his angels, had with them,
entitled them to be called the friends of
God, not only in their day, but they were
considered by all future generations to
be his friends. They were not only ex-
amples to the Jewish nation, but in their
seed, the seed of these polygamists, all
the nations and kingdoms of the earth
were to be blessed.

I hope that pious Christians in this
congregation will not find fault this af-
ternoon with their Bible, and with the
Prophets and inspired men who wrote it.
I hope that they will not find fault with
God for selecting polygamists to be his
friends. I hope that they will not find
fault with Jesus because he said, some
two thousand years or upwards after the
days of these polygamists, that they were
in the kingdom of God, and were not
condemned because of polygamy. Je-
sus says, speaking of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob—"Many shall come from the
east and from the west, from the north
and from the south, and shall sit down
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in
the kingdom of God." Do not find fault
with Jesus, you Christians, because he
has these polygamists in his kingdom,
and because he has said that the Gen-
tiles will be blessed through the seed
of these polygamists; neither find fault
with him because he has taken these
polygamists into his kingdom, and that
many will come from the four quarters
of the earth and have the privilege of

sitting down with them therein.

Jacob married four wives, and may be
considered the founder of that great na-
tion of polygamists. He set the example
before them. His twelve sons, who were
the progenitors of the twelve tribes of Is-
rael, were the children of the four wives
of the prophet or patriarch Jacob. So sa-
cred did the Lord hold these polygamists
that he said, many hundred years af-
ter their death—"I am the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja-
cob, and this shall be my memorial unto
all generations." Now, Christians, do not
find fault if God chose these polygamists
and, at the same time, wished to make
them a sample, a memorial to all gener-
ations, Christians as well as Jews.

Several hundred years after God
raised up these, his friends, and founded
or began to found the twelve tribes of Is-
rael, he saw proper to raise up a mighty
man called Moses to deliver the chil-
dren of Israel from the bondage in which
they had been oppressed and afflicted
by the Egyptian nation. So great had
this affliction become that the King of
Egypt issued a decree commanding the
Israelitish midwives to put to death all
the male children, born among the Is-
raelites. This murderous law was carried
out. This was about eighty years before
Moses was sent down from the land of
Midian to deliver the children of Israel
from this cruel bondage. How long this
great affliction of putting to death the
male children existed, is not given in the
Bible; but it seems to have waxed worse
and worse during the following eighty
years, after which Moses was sent to de-
liver them. We may reasonably suppose
that the oppressive hand of Pharaoh was
not altogether eased up, but continued
on for scores of years, destroying many
of the male children, making a great


