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rolling forth his kingdom and accom-
plishing his purposes upon the earth.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

May God help us to be faithful, in the
name of Jesus. Amen.
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I have been requested, this afternoon,
to preach upon the subject of marriage.
It is a subject which has been often laid
before the Latter-day Saints, and it is
certainly one of great importance to the
Saints as well as to the inhabitants of the
earth, for I presume that no person, who
believes in divine revelation, will pre-
tend to say that marriage is not a divine
institution; and if this be the case, it is
one which affects all the human family.

I will select a passage of scripture
in relation to this divine institution as
it existed in the days of Moses. In se-
lecting, however, this passage, I do not
wish the congregation to suppose that we
are under the law of Moses particularly.
There are many great principles incul-
cated in that law which the Lord never
did intend to come to an end or be done
away—eternal principles, moral princi-
ples, then there are others that were
done away at the coming of our Savior,
he having fulfilled the law. Because we

find certain declarations, contained in
the law given to Moses, that does not
prove that the Latter-day Saints are un-
der that law; that same God that gave
the law of Moses—the being that we
worship—is just as capable of giving
laws in our day as in Moses' day; and
if he sees proper to alter the code given
to Moses, and to give something varying
from it, we have no right to say that he
shall not do so. Therefore, in selecting
the passage which I am about to read, it
is merely to show what God did in an-
cient times, and that he may do some-
thing similar in modern times.

In the 21st chapter of Exodus,
speaking of a man who already had
one wife, Moses, says—'"If he take
him another wife; her food, her rai-
ment, and her duty of marriage, shall
he not diminish." It will be recol-
lected that this law was given to a
polygamic nation. When I speak of
a polygamic nation, I mean a nation
that practiced both plural and single



