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when praying, said—"God bless me and
my wife, my son John and his wife, us
four and no more, amen." There was no
philanthropy, benevolence or kind feel-
ing towards the rest of mankind there,
and too many of us feel a good deal in
the same way. As Latter-day Saints we
ought to feel—and when we feel right we
shall feel—that we are the representa-
tives of God upon the earth, that we are
engaged in building up his kingdom; that
we are living in an age when God designs
to accomplish certain purposes, and we
are desirous of cooperating with him in
that labor, and it is our mission to help to
save the living, to redeem the dead and
to bring to pass the things spoken of by
the Prophets. This is the position that
we occupy, and a great many things have
yet to be introduced before these things
can be accomplished.

We are commencing to build Temples,
and hence, as I said before, our dispensa-
tion differs from others which have pre-
ceded it. It is kind of a time for settling
up accounts. You know when a man goes
to work on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, he keeps account
of what he does, and when Saturday
comes it is a kind of settling-up day. It is
so with us, it is so with the world, our day
is a kind of settling-up day. The Elders
have been forth and gathered together
a few of the people to whom they have
preached; others are gathering, and now
we, at home here, are engaged in build-
ing Temples. What for, for ourselves?
Yes. For somebody else? Yes. For our
friends who have lived? Yes. For other
people's friends who have lived? Yes, and
to feel after all nations who have lived,
for we are interested in the welfare of
all the peoples who have ever existed on
this earth, and like God, we are feeling
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after them with a fatherly, kind, gener-
ous and philanthropic feeling. That is
why we are building our Temples, that is
why men are called upon to labor upon
these Temples, for we desire to enter
therein and to officiate and administer
for the living and the dead.

"Well, but it takes a little money." Oh,
does it? Never mind, the gold and the sil-
ver are the Lord's, the cattle on a thou-
sand hills are his, and we shall get a
little of his gold and silver, and in us-
ing it in building temples to the name of
the Lord we are taken into partnership
with him, we unite with God, and with
the angels, and with the spirits of just
men made perfect, with the priesthood
that existed anciently and with the Gods.
We all unite together for the accomplish-
ment of God's purposes, and we will feel
after the inhabitants of the earth. If
people are foolish around us we cannot
help that; let them go on and exhibit
their folly, God will take care of us, he
is as much interested about us as we
are, and a good deal more, and he is as
much concerned about the rolling forth
of this work as we are, and a good deal
more. The ancient Nephites who lived
on the earth, those men of God who,
through faith, wrought righteousness,
accomplished a good work and obtained
exaltation, are as much interested in the
welfare of their descendants as we are,
and a good deal more; and Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, and those ancient men
of God who once lived on the earth, and
who yet live, are as much interested in
the accomplishment of God's purposes as
we are, and a good deal more. Well, then,
what have we to do? Why to fulfill the
duties devolving upon us as they come
along day by day, and to introduce every
principle that is calculated to save the
living and redeem the dead. We are not



