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existed, and which will as assuredly
come to pass as God lives. We feel, at
the same time, that we are encompassed
with the infirmities, weaknesses, imper-
fections and frailties of human nature,
and in many instances we err in judg-
ment, and we always need the sustain-
ing hand of the Almighty; the guidance
and direction of His Holy Spirit, and the
counsel of his Priesthood that we may be
led and preserved in the path that leads
to life eternal; for it is the desire of all
Latter-day Saints to keep the command-
ments of God, live their religion, honor
their profession and magnify their call-
ing, and so prepare themselves for an
inheritance in the celestial kingdom of
God.

We have had presented before us to-
day, the Church authorities. This may
seem to many of us a mere matter of
form; but it is at the same time a
matter of fact, and one in which we
are individually and collectively inter-
ested. It presents to our minds a train
of reasoning, ideas, thoughts and reflec-
tions which men generally do not experi-
ence. Here is a President and his coun-
cil, here are the Twelve, the Bishops,
High Priests, Seventies, Elders and the
various authorities and councils of the
Church upon the earth—the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. What
is that Church? Is it a phantom, a theory,
an ideality, something that has been got
up by the schools, by the wise men and
philosophers of the day? No, it is some-
thing that emanates from God, that had
its origin with him. It is to him that we
are indebted for all the light, intelligence
and knowledge that we possess. How
did we know that we needed a Presi-
dent? God told us. How did we know that
we needed counselors? The Lord told
us. How did we know that it was neces-
sary that there should be a Twelve in the

Church and kingdom of God? The Lord
told us. How did we know that there
should be quorums of Seventies, High
Priests, Elders, High Councils, and all
these various organizations? The Lord
told us, and we have come together and
passed upon these principles, and have
united together in the Commonwealth
of Israel. And when we talk about this
Priesthood, as has been very properly re-
marked by one of the speakers during
this Conference, why, we all of us belong,
more or less, thereto. It is emphatically
that which was spoken of in the days of
Moses—a kingdom of Priests. We are in
reality a kingdom of Priests, and we are
in possession of principles that will en-
dure throughout all eternity. We are as-
sociated with men who have lived before
us, and who are connected with the same
ministry and calling as we possess, and
they are operating with us and we with
them for the accomplishment of certain
objects which God has in view. And who
of us can point out the path wherein we
should walk? Who of us can direct our
steps in relation to the great principles
that lie before us? We need the guidance,
instruction, intelligence and revelation
that flow from heaven to lead us. We
have needed them to bring us thus far.
When the Lord got angry with the chil-
dren of Israel because of their follies, and
said, "I will not go up with you, but, my
spirit shall go with you," Moses might
well plead and say—"O God, if thou goest
not up with us, carry us not up hence."
He felt—what can we do, what course
shall we pursue unless the Lord directs
us? We, the Latter-day Saints are in the
same position—unless the Lord guides
us we are in a poor fix.

Now then, what were Apostles,
Prophets, Pastors, Teachers, Evan-


