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endured, in his time. He was buffeted,
scourged and mobbed and led like a lamb
to the slaughter—a being in whom was
no guile, who finally terminated his mor-
tal career by a cruel death on the cross.
He was opposed by his own when he
came to call and gather them as their
king and ruler. Who were his own? The
tribes of Israel, and he came more par-
ticularly to that most stubborn and stiff-
necked of all the tribes—the tribe of Ju-
dah. And did the scribes and Pharisees,
the rabbis and lawyers, the wise, intel-
ligent and noble hail and welcome him?
No, most assuredly not; then how much
less need we expect that they will hail
and welcome us, his professed follow-
ers! When, instead of himself, his word,
through the Prophet Joseph Smith, came
to Christendom with its almost number-
less free schools and its millions of bibles
and legions of priests, did the people hail
that word? No, they spurned it, and in
every conceivable way derided him who
brought it; and, as in the days of the Sav-
ior, the Priests, the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees, the lawyers and scribes, the wise
in their own estimation and the wealthy
all banded together to keep from the chil-
dren of men the word of God, which is
truth, and which is the power of God
unto salvation to all who will believe and
obey it. Are not these facts? I know they
are, though the whole world may gainsay
I know that I am telling you the truth, as
God lives I know it for myself.

Now, then, with regard to these
matters that we are immediately
passing through—the attempted

enforcement of laws that are not consti-
tutional and, through not being consti-
tutional, that are not valid, and conse-
quently of no force or effect whatever, in
justice, what are we going to do about
it? I trust that we will endure, with
all patience, whatever the Lord our God
may permit the evil one and those who,
through the exercise of their agency, list
to serve him, to accomplish; and while
enduring with all patience, that we seek,
in all faithfulness and uprightness for
the guidance of his Holy Spirit to lead
us in the path of truth and to enable us
to walk therein, and to endure meekly
and patiently all things that he in his
providence may see fit to place upon us,
in order to prove whether we as individ-
uals and as a people will serve him in
evil as well as in good report. Is there
anything bigoted or contrary to the prin-
ciples of eternal truth as taught by the
Savior and his Apostles in all this? No.
Then why not the world turn to the Lord
our God, and live? Why not, Latter-day
Saints, for our own sakes, live faithfully,
humbly and uprightly and in all respects
honor the requirements of the Gospel,
until we become powerful through good
works and able to meet, with joy, the
coming of the Savior, and prepared to
hail with gladness the society and com-
panionship of just men made perfect, be-
ing worthy to associate with them and
to share in their blessings, and finally,
be saved in the celestial kingdom of our
Father? That this may be our lot is my
prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.


