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obedience to his requirements, and faith
in Jesus Christ. When we contem-
plate the condition of man here upon
the earth, and understand that we are
brought forth for the express purpose of
preparing ourselves through our faith-
fulness to inherit eternal life, we ask our-
selves where we are going, what will be
our condition, what will be the nature
of our pursuits in a state of being in
which we shall possess more vigor and
a higher degree of intelligence than we
possess here? Shall we have labor? Shall
we have enjoyment in our labor? Shall
we have any object of pursuit, or shall
we sit and sing ourselves away to ever-
lasting bliss? These are questions that
arise in the minds of people, and they
many times feel anxious to know some-
thing about hereafter. What a dark val-
ley and a shadow it is that we call death!
To pass from this state of existence as
far as the mortal body is concerned, into
a state of inanition, how strange it is!
How dark this valley is! How myste-
rious is this road, and we have got to
travel it alone. I would like to say to you,
my friends and brethren, if we could see
things as they are, and as we shall see
and understand them, this dark shadow
and valley is so trifling that we shall turn
round and look upon it and think, when
we have crossed it, why this is the great-
est advantage of my whole existence, for
I have passed from a state of sorrow,
grief, mourning, woe, misery, pain, an-
guish and disappointment into a state of
existence, where I can enjoy life to the
fullest extent as far as that can be done
without a body. My spirit is set free, I
thirst no more, I want to sleep no more,
I hunger no more, I tire no more, I run, I
walk, I labor, I go, I come, I do this, I do
that, whatever is required of me, noth-
ing like pain or weariness, I am full of
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life, full of vigor, and I enjoy the presence
of my heavenly Father, by the power of
his Spirit. I want to say to my friends, if
you will live your religion, live so as to be
full of the faith of God, that the light of
eternity will shine upon you, you can see
and understand these things for your-
selves, that when you close your eyes
upon mortality you wake up right in the
presence of the Father and the Son if
they are disposed to withdraw the veil,
they can do as they please with regard to
this; but you are in the spirit world and
in a state of bliss and happiness, though
we may call it Hades or hell. It is the
world of spirits, it is where Jesus went,
and where all go, both good and bad. The
spirits of the living that depart this life
go into the world of spirits, and if the
Lord withdraws the veil it is much eas-
ier for us then to behold the face of our
Father who is in heaven than when we
are clothed upon with this mortality. I
have not time at present to follow these
reflections further.

Then we should be encouraged, we
should strengthen our faith by our hope,
we should seek unto the Lord until our
hope is made perfect, that we may have
power to bear like Saints all the afflic-
tions we meet with here on the earth.
If we do this, when we have crossed the
dark valley of the shadow of death it will
be so easy to turn round and behold the
path that we have walked, wherein we
have had the privilege, the same as the
Gods, of learning the difference between
good and evil.

You recollect that it was said in
ancient days, to her that we call
Mother, "Your eyes will be opened if
you will eat of this fruit, and you
will know as the Gods know, good
from evil." This probation is given us
that we may learn this lesson, and if
we are faithful in it we shall learn



