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dreadful path that leads to death be-
cause of my faith, or any other terrible
consequence, that I can walk it and have
the Spirit of God, the spirit of peace, joy
and resignation therein, without doubt
or darkness assailing me. That is the
spirit that we as a people should seek
for. And when you are disturbed in
your feelings and assailed with doubt
and do not feel happy, withdraw your-
selves from the world, leave the cares
that press you, lay them aside, with-
draw to your secret chamber, and bow
yourselves down before your God and en-
treat him, in the name of Jesus, to give
you his Spirit, and do not leave your
chamber until you are, as it were, bap-
tized in the Spirit of God and full of
peace and joy, all your cares and trou-
bles dissipated and dismissed. This is
the course we should take as Latter-day
Saints, and this will be far more prof-
itable to us than anything else we can
do during that period. There is noth-
ing like communion with the Holy Spirit,
there is no blessing to equal it. I have

proved it abundantly during my absence,
and I rejoice that I can bear this testi-
mony to you today.

I expect it sounds strange for a man
who has been occupied as I have been
to talk in this strain; but there is noth-
ing of greater importance to me, accord-
ing to my understanding, than the salva-
tion of the human family, temporally and
spiritually, in the kingdom of God our
heavenly Father; nothing of greater im-
portance than teaching men and women
how to live so as to be always in the
enjoyment of light and wisdom and the
peaceful Spirit of God our heavenly Fa-
ther.

That God may bless you, that God
may preserve you, that God may unite
your hearts and make you one, and make
you a people who shall prove to the in-
habitants of the earth that God still lives
and that he is unchanged, that he is the
same today that he was yesterday, and
that he will be the same forever, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.

IT IS OF LITTLE IMPORT HOW WE LEAVE THIS WORLD, SO
THAT WE ARE PREPARED TO LIVE OR DIE—GOD HAS

ORDAINED THAT ALL MEN MUST DIE.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOHN TAYLOR, DELIVERED AT THE FUNERAL SERVICES OF ELDER

THOMAS WILLIAMS, IN THE FOURTEENTH WARD ASSEMBLY ROOMS, SALT LAKE CITY,
SUNDAY MORNING, JULY 19, 1874.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

We are met this morning to at-
tend to one of those ceremonies that
are intimately connected with hu-

man existence. People generally
feel reflective on sorrowful occasions
like the present, and there is some-


