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I have no idea that I shall ever be con-
vinced that it has that right.

So far as my personal treatment has
been concerned, I have been treated with
respect and consideration. A few individ-
uals, a few members, have sought to do
us injury; a few men can make a great
disturbance on a question upon which
men are so tender as this question of
"Mormonism." But by the great majority,
by ninety-nine hundredths of the men
with whom I have been brought in con-
tact, as members of the House, as sen-
ators, as heads of departments, I could
not ask any better treatment than I have
received, I could not expect it. I have
endeavored to deport myself as a gentle-
man in all the relations of life, to treat
everybody with the consideration and re-
spect that were due to them, and I have,
in return, been treated in the same man-
ner. I take pleasure in bearing this testi-
mony, because one might imagine, from
reports that have reached here, that I
have been in a constant war and diffi-
culty. It has been a constant war, but
it has been a war that has been con-
fined to fighting and counteracting the
lies, the machinations, the slanders and
the miserable schemes of those who have
been plotting against us. And I wish
to bear testimony to you this afternoon,
that if you will put your trust in God he
will never desert you. I never felt for
a moment concerned about our affairs
but once, and that was when I heard of
the divisions in our elections here; that
gave me concern. If these Latter-day
Saints are only united, if they will keep
the commandments of God and do his
will, let me say to you that there is no
power on earth or in hell that can injure
us or retard the onward progress of this
work. I know this as well as I know I
stand here. But you be divided, you lose

your faith, you array yourselves one
against another, and then where is your
strength? You are no better than any
other people, and God will visit you with
scourges and with disaster, and you will
be punished and your enemies will have
power over you. I hear of men being
in doubt concerning their faith in the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am as-
tonished at it. It seems to me that every
evidence that is necessary to convince
people of the divinity of this work, people
who examine it carefully and prayerfully,
has been given unto us as a people.

I thought I knew something, before I
left here, concerning the power of God; I
thought I knew something of the provi-
dences of God our heavenly Father; but
I never had such an experience in my
life as I have had while I have been ab-
sent. I know that God is with this people.
I know that God has chosen Brigham
Young to be his servant, and to preside
over his Church on the earth. I know this
as well as I know that I live, and I might
as well doubt my own existence, doubt
the existence of the heavens above my
head, or the earth on which I stand, as
to doubt this, and I know that those who
follow his counsel will be blessed and will
be delivered, while those who reject his
counsel will have to suffer therefore.

This may sound strange that a man
should have this power given to him in
these days, but it is consistent with the
plan of salvation as revealed in ancient
days. Recollect the power that Jesus
gave to Peter—that he should bind on
earth and it should be bound in heaven,
and that he should loose on earth and
it should be loosed in heaven. What
great power this was to give to one
man. Jesus said to him, "And I will
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of


