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it did not consist in the strength of their
arguments; it did not consist, in fact, in
anything of this character that could be
brought before members; but their prin-
cipal reliance was upon the circulation
of abominable falsehoods and slanders
and the unreasoning prejudices which
existed against the people of this Terri-
tory, which made members timid in deal-
ing fairly with our question. A people
who profess the characteristics of many
of the residents of this Territory, and
who have shown such willingness to suf-
fer all things for what they consider the
right, have difficulty in comprehending
how men in power can be timid where
principle is involved. But the power of
members of Congress is very ephemeral.
The tenure of office of many is frequently
based upon slight grounds. Some have
to struggle hard to get to Congress, and
they struggle still harder to keep there.
Viewed from their standpoint such rea-
son in this wise: I follow politics as a
profession; I expect to live by that profes-
sion; I reach Congress with difficulty, for
my district is closely contested. I must
vote in a way not to lessen my majority
in my district, or to decrease my influ-
ence. There is a prejudice against the
Mormons, and if I seem to favor them,
my opponents would use it against me on
the stump in the next campaign, even if
I should succeed in getting a nomination
from the convention of my party.

As you know, the Poland bill passed
the House and was sent to the Sen-
ate. It was expected that it would pass
the Senate almost instantaneously; that
it would be referred, as a matter of
form, to the Committee on the Judiciary
and be instantly reported back for pas-
sage. But the members of the Judi-
ciary Committee in the Senate, although

the Frelinghuysen bill had passed dur-
ing the previous Congress, were not
disposed to pass this hastily through.
There had been considerable said, a good
many arguments made, and conversa-
tions held with Senators, and the true
state of affairs, as far as possible, had
been represented to them, and they had
this fear—that this whole attempt at leg-
islation was merely a pretext by which a
raid could be made on the property of the
"Mormons" in Utah Territory.

There were two very powerful aids
that I had in Washington. One, that
idea to which I have just referred, that
all this was a scheme on the part of
certain interested parties for the pur-
pose of getting up a raid under cover of
polygamy and "Mormonism" to rob the
people of their hard-earned possessions.
Many Senators and members had been
to Utah and were aware of the increased
value of property through the discovery
of mines. They had no faith in carpet-
baggers, hence there was a reluctance on
the part of considerate men to lend them-
selves to anything like a scheme of this
character.

The other great aid I had were the
looks of the men who were urging legisla-
tion. All I had to do was to point to these
men and ask Senators and members how
they would like to have power put in the
hands of such persons if they resided in
Utah Territory? The argument was a
conclusive one if they had the opportu-
nity of seeing the persons who were urg-
ing legislation at that time. I do not
exaggerate when I say that those who
went down there to contest my seat and
urge legislation were the best aids that
could have been furnished me. Some
have thought I ought to have had some
help, but I tell you truly that they were
the best helps that could be sent. I have


