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there can be but little faith in God's spe-
cial providences. If this were a correct
idea, there would be little use in prayer,
in supplicating God, in entreating him
for his blessing and his power to be be-
stowed upon us. But we have proved the
efficacy of prayer so often ourselves, that
there is no need for us as a people to
be fortified upon this point, or to have
arguments urged upon us. My own life
is full of incidents—as is the life, doubt-
less, of every individual present who has
faith in God—which are evidences of his
interposition in answer of prayer, and
my feeling is that one of the great du-
ties devolving upon us is to teach the
world that there is a God, and that he
has power to save today, as much as in
ancient days, those who are willing to
trust him. It is this peculiar feature that
makes everything connected with this
work so incomprehensible to men. Those
of you who have kept posted in relation
to affairs, know how wonderfully mat-
ters have been arranged for our good.
When I look back at the seven or eight
months that are past and see what has
been done, I am amazed, knowing how
thorough have been the measures and
the efforts to strip us of every right and
to bring us into bondage. No less than
eight or nine bills were introduced into
Congress early in the session, for the ex-
press purpose of reaching the "Mormon"
case. These bills were referred to vari-
ous committees, and arguments had to
be made upon them before these com-
mittees; but there was a determination
on the part of a great many members
to vote upon any bill, no matter what
its features might be, that might be in-
troduced into the House from a commit-
tee. You cannot judge, however, in every
instance, of the private feelings of men
by their votes. A great many members

of Congress would rather not cast their
votes against us if they could have their
way; but the timidity of members upon
the "Mormon" question is the strength of
the enemies of the people of Utah, and
they count upon that as a means of in-
suring the success of their schemes of vil-
lainy. They are well aware that there
is a feeling of reluctance on the part of
public men to place themselves on the
record in favor of anything that would
look like sustaining or giving counte-
nance to what is called "Mormonism."
Our enemies counted upon this last ses-
sion. In the beginning of the session
they depended upon that as the means
by which they would prevent me from
taking my seat in the House of Repre-
sentatives. Disappointed in that, they
then commenced operations before the
committee on elections and, as you are
doubtless well aware, did everything in
their power to precipitate that question
upon the House. I need not rehearse to
you how these attempts have been over-
ruled. To my mind the hand of God is
as plainly manifest in all these circum-
stances as is this light, or these objects
which I see before me in the light of this
day.

When the bills against Utah were in-
troduced, they were referred, as I have
said, to committees. They were princi-
pally copies of the bill that passed the
Senate in the last session of the forty-
second Congress, called the Frelinghuy-
sen bill. One of these was introduced by
the chairman of the Committee on Ter-
ritories and was called the McKee bill.
This bill was argued at great length be-
fore the Committee on Territories, and it
was reported to the House.

To the astonishment of its reputed
author, a point of order was raised
upon it for which he was not prepared,
and, before he scarcely knew it, the


