122

constantly harassed with the thought as
to what their constituents would think of
them, how they would view their action,
how they would like their votes, &c.,
whether they would be displeased with
such and such a measure, &c. Their fu-
ture election, they knew, depended upon
their having a popular record, and to se-
cure this required considerable thought
and ingenuity upon the part of many.
I was divested of this fear, I had no
thought as to what my constituents
would think of me, it never cost me a sin-
gle moment's reflection, because I knew
that I had the entire confidence of the
people whom I represented; and I knew
that whatever I did, so long as I did
the best I could, I should be sustained
in doing it by you and by all the people
throughout these valleys, and in this re-
spect I had a strength which no other one
had. I often told members, when it was
convenient and appropriate to speak in
this strain, that I had the faith of the en-
tire people, and that they were praying
for me. This would amuse a good many,
but I have never failed, during my ab-
sence, to convey, whenever I could, the
idea that we were a people who believed
in and prayed to God, and that we had
faith in our prayers. One of the great
lessons that we have to teach the world
today is faith in God, and though a mem-
ber of Congress, dealing with political
questions and matters which are consid-
ered foreign to religion by the great ma-
jority of men, I have not thought that
religion was like a Sunday garment, to
be worn on Sunday in the meetinghouse,
tabernacle, chapel or church, and to be
laid aside again on Monday morning. I
have never had that idea of religion, I do
not have it now.

There is at the present time an al-
most entire absence of faith in God
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among men. I have been struck with this
more than any other feature that I have
witnessed during my absence. Converse
with well meaning, intelligent men, men
of good moral character, and you will
be surprised at the extent of the unbe-
lief there is in the world. There seems
to be an idea that God our Eternal Fa-
ther resides in some remote place so far
removed from us that he takes no spe-
cial cognizance of us or of our actions,
that he governs the universe and the af-
fairs of men by great natural and unal-
terable laws, that there are no special
providences in favor of men, but that
man prospers according to his wisdom,
strength and talent, and that weak men
and a weak people stand no chance in op-
position to the strong; hence the remark
was made to me, I may say, hundreds
of times during my absence—'"You peo-
ple must conform to the ideas of the rest
of the world, or you will go to the wall."
"You people must abandon your strange
ideas and your peculiar views, or you will
inevitably be overthrown." On such occa-
sions I would not fail to give the ideas
that we believed in God, that we believed
this was God's work, that God had sus-
tained and delivered us in the past, that
we were still willing to trust him for the
future, and that he would provide a way
of escape. But while men would listen
patiently and kindly to such remarks,
you could see incredulity on every linea-
ment of their countenance, a sort of pity-
ing incredulity, as though they looked
upon you as very well-meaning, but in
this respect a very much mistaken per-
son. The idea that prevails is that God or
Providence is on the side of the strongest
artillery, and that if we are weak and
are warred against we must go down be-
cause of our weakness.

Of course, where this idea prevails



