THE BELIEF OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

atonement, and we, professedly, are en-
joying these advantages, but how slow
and slothful we are! What trifling,
frivolous shadows, I may say vain ideas,
will turn the hearts and the affections
and judgment and will of man from the
principles of truth! I want you to un-
derstand that you have not your eternal
inheritances, although you may have an
inheritance here in this city.

By and by the Center Stake of Zion
may be redeemed. We may go there, and
Zion may be built up and spread abroad
and we receive our inheritances; and if
we are faithful we shall receive all that
has been promised to us. But suppose
that we turn away from our covenants,
all will be taken from us and given to
others.

When shall we receive our inheri-
tances so that we can say they are our
own? When the Savior has completed
the work, when the faithful Saints have
preached the Gospel to the last of the
spirits who have lived here and who are
designed to come to this earth; when
the thousand years of rest shall come
and thousands and thousands of Tem-
ples shall be built, and the servants and
handmaids of the Lord shall have en-
tered therein and officiated for them-
selves, and for their dead friends back
to the days of Adam; when the last of
the spirits in prison who will receive the
Gospel has received it; when the Savior
comes and receives his ready bride, and
all who can be are saved in the various
kingdoms of God—-celestial, terrestrial
and telestial, according to their several
capacities and opportunities; when sin
and iniquity are driven from the earth,
and the spirits that now float in this at-
mosphere are driven into the place pre-
pared for them; and when the earth is
sanctified from the effects of the fall,
and baptized, cleansed, and purified by
fire, and returns to its paradisiacal state,
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and has become like a sea of glass, a
Urim and Thummim; when all this is
done, and the Savior has presented the
earth to his Father, and it is placed in the
cluster of the celestial kingdoms, and the
Son and all his faithful brethren and sis-
ters have received the welcome plaudit—
"Enter ye into the joy of your Lord," and
the Savior is crowned, then and not till
then, will the Saints receive their ever-
lasting inheritances. I want you to un-
derstand this. We seem to have some-
thing now, but how long shall we keep
it?

The Latter-day Saints are believers
in the atonement of the Savior, and I
would like to have the Elders of Israel
understand as far as they can all the
points of doctrine in regard to the re-
demption of the human family, that they
may know how to talk about and ex-
plain them. No one who believes in the
Bible and in the mission of the Savior be-
lieves that the wicked are going to pos-
sess this earth; but they believe that
when it is prepared it will be given to
the Saints and they will inherit it. The
Savior has requested us and all of his
disciples to remember him as oft as we
meet together, and to break bread in re-
membrance of his body which was bro-
ken for us, and to drink from the cup
in remembrance of the blood that was
shed for us. We meet, as we are do-
ing today, and partake of the bread and
the water in compliance with this re-
quest of the Redeemer. We have a great
work before us; and that portion of it we
are now trying to inaugurate is not new.
The doctrine of uniting together in our
temporal labors, and all working for the
good of all is from the beginning, from
everlasting, and it will be forever and
ever. No one supposes for one moment
that in heaven the angels are speculat-
ing, that they are building railroads and



