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commanded the Bishop and his two
counselors to purchase all the land in
Jackson County, and in the counties
round about, that could conveniently be
got, the general price being one dollar
and a quarter an acre. And what next?
After purchasing these lands as far as
they had the means to do so, every man
that had consecrated his property was
to receive an inheritance. Now recollect,
none except those who consecrated, none
who disobeyed that law, were to receive
an inheritance or stewardship; but all
who consecrated their properties accord-
ing to this law were to receive their stew-
ardship.

What is the meaning of a steward-
ship? A steward is one who is account-
able to somebody for the property that
he manages, and that is his stewardship,
whether it be landed property, farm-
ing utensils, wagons, cows, oxen, horses,
harness, or whatever may be commit-
ted to him. To whom were the brethren
in Jackson County accountable for the
stewardship committed to them? To the
Bishop. The Bishop was called in these
revelations a common judge in Zion, ec-
clesiastically speaking, not according to
the civil laws; so far as our ecclesias-
tical laws were concerned he was to be
a common judge, and each person was
to render an account of the stewardship
which he had to the Bishop. I do not
know how often; perhaps once a year,
perhaps longer than that, perhaps of-
tener. I do not know that there was
any specified time given in these reve-
lations about how often these accounts
should be rendered up. But how were
the people to live out of the avails of the
stewardship committed to their charge?
They were to have food and raiment, and
the necessary comforts of life. Well, of
course, a wise and faithful steward, hav-
ing health and strength, and perhaps a

good deal of talent, might so take charge
of a stewardship that he might gain more
than he and his family needed, and keep-
ing an account of all these things, and
rendering the same when required, some
of them would have a considerable sur-
plus above that which they and their
families needed. What was to be done
with that? Why, as stewards, they would
have to consecrate it into the Lord's
storehouse, the Lord being the owner of
the property and we only his stewards.

There were some men who were en-
trusted with a larger stewardship than
others. For instance, here was a man
who knew nothing about farming partic-
ularly, but he might be a master spirit
as far as some other branch of business
was concerned. He might understand
how to carry on a great cloth manufac-
tory and everything in the clothing line
necessary for the inhabitants of Zion.
Such a man would require a greater
stewardship than the man who culti-
vated a small farm, and had only him-
self and a wife and two or three chil-
dren to support. But would the fact of
one man having a greater stewardship
than another make one richer than an-
other? No. Why not? Because, if one
received fifty or a hundred thousand dol-
lars to build and stock a large manu-
factory for the purpose of manufacturing
various kinds of fabrics for clothing, al-
though he might have a surplus of sev-
eral thousand dollars at the end of the
year, he would not be any richer than
the farmer with his few acres of land,
and let me show you how they would be
equal. The manufacturer does not own
the building, the machinery, the cotton
or the flax, as the case may be, he is
only a steward, like the farmer, and if,
at the end of the year, he has five, ten, or
fifty thousand dollars surplus, does that


