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totally unacquainted with the country
and who have no interest in it, and
whose prejudices are against the people.
The better policy is the one announced in
the Declaration of Independence, that, in
relation to these United States, the con-
sent of the governed should be had. This
would be a better policy, more republican
and more agreeable, but we seem to be a
special people, and, of course, acts have
to be performed for our special case.

There is one ground of complaint that
is alleged against us here, and that is,
we believe in a plurality of wives. A
great many men and women have prac-
ticed this principle rigidly, in all good
faith; and until we can find some man
who can show us a single passage in ei-
ther the Old or New Testament, that ac-
tually prohibits it, we feel justified in fol-
lowing the examples of Prophets, Patri-
archs, and holy men, fathers of the faith-
ful, believing that if it were right in their
case it cannot be wrong in ours. We are
told that the Old Testament sets forth
such an example, but that the New Tes-
tament condemns it, for that the Savior
did it away. The only question I would
ask in reference to this subject is—If the
Savior did away with plural marriage,
why didn't he say so? If the Apostles
put it down why did they not tell us of
it? In the last two chapters of the Bible
we have an account of the Holy City, the
New dJerusalem, the gates of which we
are told are to be named after the twelve
sons of four wives by one father; and if
we enter the gates of that city we face
this polygamy, and if we cannot face this
polygamy we cannot enter the gates into
the city. So we understand the New Tes-
tament. On account of our belief in and
practice of this Scriptural doctrine, ex-
traordinary legislation has been asked
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against us, that our lives, liberty, prop-
erty and pursuit of happiness may be
at the control of four or five individuals.
This is the extreme of folly.

In considering this subject, let us ask
where, in all the world, has a Terri-
tory been settled under as many disad-
vantages as this? Where have a hun-
dred and fifty thousand people been col-
lected together and exhibited more or-
der, and given proof of more industry and
prosperity under the circumstances than
we have? Nowhere. Brigham Young,
as President of the Church and leader
of the people, from the death of Joseph
Smith to the present time, through the
influence that he has exercised with
his brethren and friends throughout the
world, has been able to bring thousands
of people from America and other na-
tions, and to locate them in these val-
leys and put them in possession of happy
homes, and to make thriving, flourish-
ing and prosperous communities. "By
their fruits ye shall know them." Then,
the true policy is to leave men to the en-
joyment of their religion, to the enjoy-
ment of the holy Gospel as they may re-
ceive it, extending liberty, peace, good or-
der and happiness to all. I believe today
there is no Territory so lightly taxed and,
with all the drawbacks, none so well gov-
erned as this. It is true that since the
railroad has come here there has drifted
in a population in favor of sustaining
grog shops. I notice that in the last
week a petition has been signed by four
thousand ladies, asking the City Coun-
cil to shut up the drinking hells. These
institutions are a portion of civilization
that has followed the railroad, and that
would have caused astonishment here a
few years ago. I wish the City Council
would grant the petition of the ladies;
I suppose they may be restrained by



