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work of the Lord in the last days, its
progress will be tardy. In all parts of the
world, when nations are at war, unless
the women take an interest in the mat-
ter, the war goes on very heavily. I am
of the opinion that in the next war be-
tween France and Germany, the French
will get the best of it. Not but what
I have a great opinion of German skill,
energy and pluck, but I am satisfied,
from traveling and personal observation,
that the women of France are thoroughly
aroused, and that in the next war be-
tween those two nations, the Prussians
will have to fight the women of France,
and then France will be likely to win.

I say to our sisters of the Relief Soci-
eties, be encouraged, meet together and
discuss all questions that are calculated
to interest or benefit the community, as
you have the ability; and as no man can
be elected to office in this Territory with-
out the vote of the ladies, make your-
selves thoroughly acquainted, not only
with the politics of the country, but with
every principle of local government that
may be advanced, and then, whatever is
calculated to benefit the people in their
private or domestic circles, you will be
enabled to vote intelligently, and to carry
it through without difficulty.

We spend a great deal of money
in following vain fashions, and in pur-
chasing a great many articles that
are useless. These societies, if they
choose, can make their own fashions,
and they can make them according to
wisdom, and so as to promote health;
a great many of the fashions of the
world are calculated to destroy health.
A hundred questions connected with
domestic economy—housekeeping, cook-
ing, making bread and kindred sub-
jects, that are of importance to the
stomach, health and longevity of ev-
ery man and woman in the Terri-

tory may be properly discussed in these
Relief Societies, and useful information
disseminated. A great many of the
women in these valleys have not had
good opportunities to become acquainted
with the art of cooking, and that is an
art which has something to do with ev-
ery person's happiness. The example
of the ladies, and the influence which
they exercise, have a tendency, above all
things else, to maintain, create, and pre-
serve good morals. Men are apt to be-
have themselves in the society of women,
and if women act wisely and prudently in
guiding and controlling the course and
conduct of each other, they will be able,
to a great extent, to guide, control, and
regulate the morals and the conduct of
men. We think, however, that the pol-
icy of the Christian world, in throwing
the responsibility, so far as morality is
concerned, entirely upon the heads of
women, is a blunder; the men should be
held responsible for their own acts, and
when they are guilty of that which is cor-
rupt, low or degrading, they should be
looked upon as transgressors and cast
aside until, by repentance and upright-
ness, they prove that they are worthy of
confidence.

I have been, from the commence-
ment of the formation of this Territory,
more or less identified with its poli-
tics. I was a member of the Legisla-
ture of Deseret, before Utah Territory
was organized, and while it was a pro-
visional government. I was a mem-
ber of the first Legislature of the Ter-
ritory, and served twenty years. Dur-
ing that period I was brought in con-
tact with five different sets of federal of-
ficers, and I had a pretty good knowl-
edge of some forty-eight or forty-nine
judges. They were men sent here, from
different parts of the country, to admin-
ister the law. They had a general know-


