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upon the benefits of united action, from
the earliest settlement of this Territory
to the present time, the presiding Elders
of the Church have, every Conference,
endeavored to impress upon their minds
the necessity of making themselves self-
supporting. We have looked forward to
the day when Babylon would fall, when
we could not draw our supplies from her
midst, and when our own ingenuity, tal-
ent, and skill must supply our wants.
The effect of all this instruction is, that
we have made some progress in many di-
rections, but not so much as could have
been desired.

The cultivation of cotton was intro-
duced in the South. Sheep breeding
has been extensively adopted, numerous
factories have been erected to manufac-
ture both the wool and the cotton pro-
duced. Several extensive tanneries have
also been established for the manufac-
ture of hides into leather, and various
other kinds of business have been intro-
duced with a view to making ourselves
self-supporting.

Within a few years the railroad has
been constructed through our Territory,
and the expense of freighting has been
greatly reduced. Mines which, before the
railroad was built, were perfectly worth-
less, have been developed and made to
pay, and the minds of many of the people
seem to have been impressed with the
idea that we may expect some regular,
general business to grow out of the pro-
duction of the mines, and a great many
have been led to neglect home manufac-
tures, and to depend upon purchasing
from abroad. Some settlements have,
however, exerted themselves consider-
ably to produce clothing, and many ar-
ticles within themselves. These circum-
stances are all clear before us. You go
through Utah County, today, and say to a

farmer, "Have you got any sorghum to
sell?" "No, haven't raised any for two or
three years; sugar got so cheap, we could
not sell it." "I suppose you have plenty
of sugar?" "No, we are out of sugar, we
haven't any money to buy it with." This
is the position which our course of life
has led us to, and which we already be-
gin to feel.

There is another principle connected
with this matter which we should con-
sider, and that is, when we as a com-
munity, in the valleys of the mountains,
provide for our own wants, we are not
subject to the fluctuations and difficul-
ties that result from a money panic, or an
interruption in the currency. When we
came to this Conference a great many of
us came with the determination to take
such measures as should place us as a
people on an independent footing, and
hence we propose through our brethren,
to go to work and organize a united or-
der. There is at present a deficiency in
our organization so far as our business
relations are concerned. Of course, in
every settlement, there are many indus-
trious men, then there's some who are
schemers; and as each man looks out for
himself, that good principle which the
Savior taught so strongly, that a man
should love the Lord his God with all
his heart, and his neighbor as himself,
is in a great measure forgotten, and a
few gather up the property, while many
of the laboring men, who do most of
the work, come out at the end of the
year behind, without a full supply of
the necessaries of life. To avoid this,
a United Order would organize a com-
munity so that all the ingenuity, tal-
ent, skill, and energy it possessed would
inure to the good of the whole. This
is the object and design in the estab-
lishment of these organizations. It is


