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to alter the order of things that has ex-
isted for many years here in these moun-
tains, among the Latter-day Saints. In
what respect? To bring about a united or-
der of things in regard to their property
and labor, and the development of the re-
sources of our farming land; in regard to
raising flocks and herds, building, and
developing the mineral resources of our
mountains. In all these respects the
President has seen the necessity of be-
ginning to bring about, gradually, as the
way may open, a different order of things
that will strike the axe at the root of
this pride and distinction of classes. I
am glad; I rejoice in it. Several of the
Branches of the Church south have al-
ready entered into this order.

Inquires one, "What is it, what kind
of an order is it? Tell us all about it." I
would tell you as much as I thought was
wisdom, if I understood it myself; but I
do not; I have had but very little informa-
tion about it. Suffice to say that I know
that the order of things that could have
been carried out successfully in Jackson
County cannot be carried out here, on
the same principle, without a little vari-
ation. It cannot be done—circumstances
require different laws, different counsel,
an order of things suited to the condition
of this desert country.

"Are all the people going directly
into this thing at once." "Yes, if they
choose;" but you may depend upon it
that in all cases whenever God has
moved upon his servants to introduce
anything for the good of the people,
it takes time for the people to receive
it—they do not receive it all in a mo-
ment. The Lord is long-suffering—he
bears with the weaknesses and tradi-
tions of the people for a long time. When,
by the mouths of his servants, he coun-
sels the people to do this, that, or the

other, and they are a little backward
about it, he does not come out in judg-
ment as he did to ancient Israel, and cut
them off by thousands and tens of thou-
sands. He does not do that, but he bears
with them, waits year after year. How
long he has borne with all of us! Forty-
three years ago we were commanded to
become one in regard to our property.
Forty-three years we have been in dis-
obedience. Forty-three years have rolled
over our heads, and we are far from one-
ness still. God has not cut us off, as he
did ancient Israel, but he has borne with
us. Oh, how patient and long-suffering
he has been with us, perhaps thinking,
"Peradventure, they will, by and by, re-
turn, reform, repent, and obey my com-
mandments that I gave them in the first
rise of the Church. I will wait upon them,
I will extend forth my hand to them all
the day long, and see whether they will
be obedient." That is the way the Lord
feels towards us. Should we not pat-
tern after him? If this order of things
should reach Salt Lake City, if these dif-
ferent wards should begin to be orga-
nized in some measure, and the people
begin to be divided, some entering into
the order and others refusing, should we
not bear with those who do not? Yes,
bear with them, just as the Lord has
borne with us, and not begin to think
that we are better than our neighbors
who have not entered into the order, and
flatter ourselves that we are above them,
and revile and persecute them, and exer-
cise our influence against them, saying,
"Oh, they do not belong to the united or-
der of God, they are outside of it, and
consequently we have not much respect
for them." We must not do this, for per-
haps, though we may think we are on
a firm foundation, it may slip from un-
der us, and we also may be brought into


