REMARKS TO THE YOUNG.

from the same great Deity.

Here, my young brethren and sisters,
is another great distinction and differ-
ence between the Latter-day Saints and
the rest of the Religious World, and if
you were to study the Bible sometimes—
I do not say it is necessary to throw
away every other book and study the
Bible only—you would come to an un-
derstanding of these principles for your-
selves, then you would know why your
fathers and mothers declare that they
know "Mormonism" is true.

I have endeavored to drop a few
hints, to show the necessity of our young
people taking a course by which they
may attain the same realizing sense of
the truth of the Gospel and work of
God which their seniors possess. If
a son or a daughter belonging to any-
one of us should say—"Father, I know
you have always taught me to believe
that Joseph Smith was a true prophet,
and you say that God has revealed it
to you, but he has not revealed it to
me and I do not know it," shall we get
mad at them, and resort to coercion
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in order to make them believe as we be-
lieve? No, we may be sorry to hear them
make such an avowal, but we must nei-
ther get mad nor use harsh language to-
wards them, for that might drive them to
do that which we are so anxious to pre-
vent. We must treat them as men and
women, or as rational, intelligent beings,
and reason with them, and labor with
and pray for them just as much as if we
were sent to preach the Gospel to the
world. That is the course I believe we,
the fathers and mothers of Israel, should
pursue with the rising generation.

I have said all I desire to say on the
present occasion. May God bless us! May
the spirit of the Gospel rest upon our
young, that they may be led to investi-
gate its principles and come to an un-
derstanding thereof for themselves, that
they may be prepared for the responsi-
bilities that will rest upon those who will
succeed us in carrying on the work of the
Lord, and be enabled to bear it off tri-
umphantly is my prayer in the name of
Jesus. Amen.



