
22 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

the express image and likeness of his Fa-
ther. The "Mormons" believe this, but
the sectarians believe in a God without
body, parts and passions; they believe in
Jesus sitting at the right hand of a God
without body parts and passions; they
believe in a God who loves the righteous,
and who is angry with the wicked every
day, but yet he has neither body, parts
nor passions. I am not saying this with a
design to deride, or anything of the kind,
but I am simply stating facts as they are.
The "Mormons" believe these things just
as the Bible tells them; they believe that
God is a great and exalted Being, filled
with knowledge and understanding, that
he created this earth, but not out of noth-
ing. One of the principles taught by the
religious world of Christendom, is that
the earth was made out of nothing, in
six of our days. No wonder, as Brother
Maeser said the other Sunday evening,
that people consider that science and re-
ligion are opposed to each other. True
science and true religion are not opposed
to each other; false religion and true sci-
ence are opposed to each other, and it
is this very fact which has caused infi-
delity to spread with such rapidity of late
years. As men become acquainted with
the laws of nature, which are the laws of
God, they are compelled to lay false reli-
gion aside, and consequently they say re-
ligion is all nonsense. For instance, the
chemist finds that he cannot bring one
particle of matter from nonentity neither
can he annihilate one particle, therefore
he disbelieves in the world being cre-
ated out of nothing. When a man de-
scends into the bowels of the earth and,
through science, becomes acquainted
with the laws which govern the mate-
rials there contained, he understands
that the earth could not be made out of

nothing; he also understands that it
could not be made in six of our days, and
consequently, rather than throw aside
science, the truth of which he can demon-
strate, he throws religion to one side, the
truth of which he cannot demonstrate.
But if he were in possession of true reli-
gion he would not have to throw it away,
neither would he have to abandon his
science because they would harmonize.

We Latter-day Saints do not believe
the world was created out of nothing,
but that it was created just upon the
same principle that a builder creates a
house, that is, there is matter in exis-
tence and he organizes it and changes its
condition suitable to the circumstances
that he wishes to use it for; the builder
changes the bricks, lumber and other
material into a house or other struc-
ture; the Almighty by his power and wis-
dom takes existing matter and combines
it and makes a world; and he places
the stars and the sun and moon in the
firmament, giving to each the laws by
which its movements are governed. If
we understand it we should see that it
was all done upon true scientific prin-
ciples. Scientific truth and God's truth
are just the same, hence when a man
becomes acquainted with science or the
laws of nature he has to throw away
his belief in a God without body, parts
and passions, and in the estimation of
the religious world, he becomes an in-
fidel. But suppose he were to obey
the Gospel as taught by the Latter-day
Saints, what would be the consequence
then? His science and religion would
help and sustain each other, and would
enable him to bear testimony to the won-
derworking hand of God, not only in
revealing the true principles of salva-
tion, but also in revealing the laws of
nature or the principles of science, and
he would embrace both as emanations


