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instance, are as old as we were our-
selves when we went forth to preach the
Gospel, and we see around us a multi-
tude of young men and women who were
baptized when they were eight years
old, and who, almost unnoticed, have
arrived at years when they begin to
think and act for themselves. Among
them are those who have a knowledge,
by the gift of the Holy Ghost, that the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints is the Church and work of God,
and perhaps a great proportion of them
have this knowledge. Then, there are
a great many of them who say they
have not this knowledge, but they be-
lieve "Mormonism" is true because fa-
ther and mother say it is; that is, they
believe it by education and not by con-
viction and through understanding it for
themselves. Among these children to
which I am referring is a small number
who have come in contact with certain
influences, and who are becoming skep-
tical and unbelieving as to the principles
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints.

We may shut our eyes to these things,
but they are facts, and the question is,
How shall we treat them? If we knew
that two Gentiles were in this meeting,
we would so arrange our discourse as to
be suitable to them, and let all the rest
of the congregation, who already know
these principles, sit and listen. But it
appears to me that we have to take a
new departure in regard to our preach-
ing. We must adapt ourselves to cir-
cumstances, and remember that there
are those amongst us of the kind I have
mentioned. It is true our children have
been raised and grounded, as it were,
in the principles of "Mormonism:" they
have grown up and have scarcely heard
anything else. It is not these little

ones here that I am so much concerned
about, but it is the young men and the
young women, from sixteen to twenty-
two or twenty-three years of age, who go
out in life for themselves. Perhaps the
sisters go to service in various parts of
the city and among various kinds of peo-
ple; and the young men, they go to learn
trades—learn to be carpenters, masons,
blacksmiths, or some other occupation.
They have to go out in life, and they meet
with a great many influences now that
were not to be found in our midst years
ago; for amongst us now are those who
are straining every effort to undermine
the education that we have been giving
to our children. When I say education,
I mean the religious training which we
have been giving them. There are men in
our midst who consider they have a mis-
sion to perform, and that mission is to
undermine our religion. There are many
amongst us now who do not believe in
and who care nothing about our religion.
Some of these have come to dig in the
mountains, to extract the silver and get a
fortune; they care nothing about religion
of any kind. There are others here who
consider they have a mission to under-
mine "Mormonism," and who think the
only way for them to do that is by under-
mining the education of our young peo-
ple. They say, "We can only reach the
young, so far as faith in "Mormonism"
is concerned; but if we succeed in mak-
ing the rising generation skeptical, "Mor-
monism" will be a thing of the past and
almost forgotten in the next generation."
There is a class of so-called religious men
whose aim is to make our young folks
skeptical; there is the apostate, who is ei-
ther an infidel or a deist, working to ac-
complish the same object; there is also
the Gentile, who is a deist or a free-


