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Last Sunday evening I asked the
privilege from the Bishop to give a little
lesson to the young, and to the old and
middle-aged about the young. It is some-
thing new for me to ask for the privilege
of speaking, for my weakness has gen-
erally led me to decline speaking when
asked to do so; but inasmuch as I have
assumed the task, I trust I shall be as-
sisted by that Spirit that illuminates the
understanding, and that it will on this
occasion dictate things which will be for
our good.

I have heard some say that they
thought we made too much fuss and talk
about the rising generation; but when
we take into consideration the circum-
stances in which we are placed as Latter-
day Saints, we shall see that this is not
the case. We are connected with the
kingdom of God, established in these
last days never to be cast down again.
We are not connected with a system
of religion which is to expire when we
expire, but with one which is to ex-
ist when we are gone, and there is a
prospect of a great many of us depart-
ing this life before very many years
more pass away. There are thousands
and tens of thousands of us who em-
braced the Gospel soon after the Church
was organized by the Prophet Joseph

Smith, and who are now arriving at an
age when we must naturally expect that
we will not live long upon the earth,
hence, in the minds of all such who
reflect, there is an anxiety about the
young. Why? Because they have an anx-
iety about the kingdom of God being per-
petuated; they have an anxiety about the
young, realizing that the responsibility
of bearing off this kingdom and its prin-
ciples must shortly rest upon their shoul-
ders, when they will have to preach the
Gospel and to administer the laws and
ordinances of the kingdom of God, and
to bear off its principles while they shall
live upon the earth, hence the anxiety of
the old members of the Church to know
that their children are in a position to
be able to perform the duties devolving
upon them as well as, if not better than,
their predecessors.

We have around us a multitude of
children growing up. We are in the
habit of calling them children and of
treating them as such, and all the time
our speeches to them are as if directed
to children; but all of a sudden it has
come to our notice that some of these
children have arrived at the years of
accountability. Some of our sons, for


