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this American continent and walked
around among the Nephites, going a lit-
tle way and kneeling down upon the
ground and praying to his Father, show-
ing that, for the time being, he was sub-
ject to the law of gravitation, that is, he
permitted it to have power over him. But
he had a superior power given to him, by
which he could control the law of univer-
sal gravitation just as he pleased, as in
the case of his ascension from the Mount
of Olives contrary to the laws of gravita-
tion, and a cloud receiving him from the
sight of his disciples who stood gazing on
the scene.

Again, we find that, besides the im-
mortal Savior, mortal men have had
power over gravitation, so that they
could mount up, as the Prophet Isaiah
has said, "on wings as eagles." We have
an instance in the case of Philip, who
baptized the eunuch: as soon as he had
performed that ordinance he was caught
away by the Spirit of the Lord, and he
found himself at Azotus. This was no
doubt a miracle, which was performed
before the celebrated man who had just
been baptized to confirm his faith, for in
seeing a man thus caught away, he would
undoubtedly be convinced that he was a
man who had some Godlike powers con-
nected with him.

Again, we have an instance in the
case of Nephi, who lived on this conti-
nent just before the coming of Christ.
He was commanded to go forth and
warn the people of the terrible judg-
ments that were about to befall them
if they did not repent; and the Lord
gave him power that if he should say
to this temple—"Be thou rent in twain,"
it should be done; and if he should say
to this mountain—"Be thou removed,"
it should be done; and whatsoever
he should seal upon the earth should
be sealed in heaven, and whatsoever

judgment he pronounced in the name of
the Lord upon that people, it should be
done even according to his word. He
went forth in the midst of the Nephites,
from city to city, and so great was their
wickedness that they would not repent
of their sins, but sought to destroy him;
but as often as they gathered in multi-
tudes to rush upon and destroy him, the
Spirit of the Lord took him up, and car-
ried him away to another place, that he
might warn them also. Now, if a man in
a state of mortality can gain such power
and influence with God as to prevail
against and overcome the law of gravita-
tion, which chains us down to the surface
of the earth, how much more power will
immortal beings have!

Again we, by the laws which sur-
round us, are limited in our hearing.
What man ever heard a sound fifty miles
off? There may have been such in-
stances, but as a general thing there
are, I presume, very few men on the
surface of our globe who ever heard a
sound that came thirty miles through
our atmosphere; hence the faculty of
hearing, through the organs of the mor-
tal tabernacle, through the medium of
the atmosphere, which transfers the
sound, is extremely limited in its ac-
tion. But will that faculty be thus lim-
ited in the immortal state? I think
not. I think there will be facilities
for hearing, not only at a greater dis-
tance, but also through a more perfect
medium, transferring sound with im-
mensely greater velocity than it now
travels through our atmosphere. We
all know that sound is transferred, at
sea level, where the air is dense, about
eleven hundred and eighty feet in a sec-
ond, taking almost five seconds to travel
a mile, which is very slow motion, yet,
very swift compared with the motion of
our railway cars. Experiment has de-


