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though, I must say, in the commence-
ment of my remarks, that I have had no
time whatever to digest the subject I pro-
pose to speak upon this evening; other
duties have been so numerous, including
those in the Legislative Assembly, that I
have scarcely had a moment's leisure to
devote to its consideration. The subject
upon which it has been proposed that I
should address you is, The Increased Ca-
pacities and Powers of Man in his Future
State. It is a subject which is theological
in its nature, and cannot be treated al-
together in a scientific point of view, for
all that we know concerning the future
state of man is by divine revelation, and
in no other way; hence we shall be un-
der the necessity, from the very nature of
the subject, to appeal to the revelations
which God has given, both ancient and
modern, in relation to the future state of
man, and the capacities with which he
will be endowed in the world to come.
However, there may be connected with
this subject many scientific ideas by way
of illustration.

We find ourselves here in this world
in the enjoyment of intelligence, light
and truth in some measure far above any
creatures which God has made. Placed
here upon the earth among the myri-
ads of its creatures, man seems to be
prominent, in fact the masterpiece of
creation, a being endowed with intelli-
gence and reasoning powers, and with
more or less power over all other beings
and creatures upon the face of the earth.
But still, notwithstanding his intellec-
tual powers and faculties, man, in his
present condition, is a poor, weak, frail,
fallen being, subject to afflictions, pains,
accident and sickness, and after a while
he passes off from this stage of action.

The inquiry naturally arises among

all people, whether this being called man
exists after this body crumbles back to
its mother earth, and whether the intel-
ligent part of man continues to exist, or
whether it dies with the body? There are
many reasons to suppose that man will
exist in a future state. Those who be-
lieve in a Supreme Being, capable of pro-
ducing man and the earth upon which he
dwells, might almost without the aid of
revelation, naturally conclude that man,
being the workmanship of the hands of
that Supreme Being, was not intended
to pass away and be forgotten with the
termination of this brief existence, but
that he was intended to live hereafter.
But when we search the sacred records
on this subject, we find an abundance
of evidence and proof to thoroughly sat-
isfy ourselves that when we lay down
these bodies to rest in the grave, if we
are Saints, we lay them down with the
expectation and with the full assurance
and hope that they will be resuscitated
and will again live, in a more perfect
form than what they exist at the present
time. We look for this, we hope for it, we
pray for it, we seek with all our hearts to
be prepared for this future state of being
and the first resurrection.

When we examine divine revelation
upon the subject of the resurrection,
we find that every part of this mor-
tal tabernacle that is laid down in the
grave, so far as needful to constitute a
perfect body, will be resurrected. We
are informed to this effect in various
revelations, but more especially in the
Book of Mormon; and I suppose that
the young men who organized this As-
sociation believe in that sacred and di-
vine record as well as in the Bible,
and also in the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants, therefore I shall address my-


