THE STICK OF JOSEPH, ETC.

How can I partake of the emblems of the
broken body and shed blood of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, unless there
is some man on earth authorized to ad-
minister that ordinance? I cannot do it.
How can I receive the baptism of fire and
the Holy Ghost if there be no person on
the earth who has the authority to lay
on hands in the name of the Lord Jesus
to confer that blessing, the same as the
apostles did in ancient times? How can I
obey any institution that belongs to the
Christian Church, wherein authority is
necessary, unless such authority be on
the earth? Consequently if they, in their
zeal towards God, say that they have the
Gospel, I will admit it so far as the let-
ter of the word is concerned, but they
have not the authority to administer its
ordinances, having lost it, because they
have lost the power of revelation, and the
power of the Priesthood.

Well then, what are we to look for and
expect? We are to look for the Lord to re-
store it. In what manner? dJust as he
has predicted through the mouths of his
servants. If Joseph Smith had received
the Book of Mormon without the minis-
tration of an angel, and pretended that it
was a revelation from God, every person
acquainted with the Scriptures would
have known that he was an impostor.
How would they have known it? Because
the Bible says that when the everlasting
Gospel is restored it shall be by sending
another angel flying through the midst
of heaven, with the joyful message to be
preached to all the inhabitants of the
earth, to all nations, kindreds, tongues
and people; therefore, if Joseph Smith
had come pretending that no angel had
revealed this to him, but that he was in-
spired from on high to bring forth the re-
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cords called the Book of Mormon, we
should have set him down at once as
one of the basest of impostors, because
it would have been contrary to the Scrip-
tures.

Again, supposing that Joseph Smith
had neglected to organize the Church of
Latter-day Saints according to the an-
cient pattern, leaving out Apostles and
inspired Prophets, as all the sects have
done, all sensible men who believe in
the Bible would have been compelled to
come to the conclusion that in its or-
ganization this Church was defective,
and did not agree with the ancient pat-
tern, and they might have said—"You
have no Prophets, you have no Apos-
tles, and hence we reject you Joseph
Smith, and your Book of Mormon; for if
you were an inspired man, sent of God
to raise up and establish his latter-day
Church and kingdom upon the earth, you
would have among you inspired Apostles
and Prophets, and your Church would
have agreed in all respects with the
ancient pattern."” But although Joseph
Smith was but a farmer's boy, and had
but a very limited education when the
Lord called him, we find nothing lack-
ing in the organization of the Church,
we find that it agrees in every respect
with the Church as organized anciently
by the Savior. God even told him the
very day on which it should be orga-
nized, and also named the various of-
fices that should be contained therein,
and he also gave him revelation con-
cerning the names of the individuals
who should be ordained, from time to
time, until there were twelve Apostles
and until the Priesthood was restored
in all its branches. And when we com-
pare the Gospel taught by this young
man we find that it agrees in every par-
ticular with the ancient Gospel, as re-



