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will manifest a power which we know
nothing of. The sound of that trump will
be heard by all people, nations, kindreds
and tongues in the four quarters of our
globe. I do not know that the sound will
be so much louder than some we have
heard, but it will be carried by some
miraculous power so that all people will
hear it.

"Immediately after the sounding of
this trump, there will be silence in
heaven for the space of half an hour."
Whether the half hour here spoken of is
according to our reckoning—thirty min-
utes, or whether it be according to the
reckoning of the Lord we do not know.
We know that the word hour is used in
some portions of the Scriptures to rep-
resent quite a lengthy period of time.
For instance, we, the Latter-day Saints,
are living in the eleventh hour, that
is in the eleventh period of time; and
for aught we know the half hour dur-
ing which silence is to prevail in heaven
may be quite an extensive period of time.
During the period of silence all things
are perfectly still; no angels flying dur-
ing that half hour; no trumpets sound-
ing; no noise in the heavens above; but
immediately after this great silence the
curtain of heaven shall be unfolded as
a scroll is unfolded. School children,
who are in the habit of seeing maps
hung up on the wall, know that they
have rollers upon which they are rolled
up, and that to expose the face of the
maps they are let down. So will the
curtain of heaven be unrolled so that
the people may gaze upon those celes-
tial beings who will make their appear-
ance in the clouds. The face of the
Lord will be unveiled, and those who
are alive will be quickened, and they
will be caught up; and the Saints who
are in their graves, will come forth and
be caught up, together with those who
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are quickened, and they will be taken
into the heavens into the midst of those
celestial beings who will make their ap-
pearance at that time. These are the
ones who are the first fruits, that is, the
first fruits at the time of his coming.

There was a period some eighteen
centuries ago, when the Saints arose
from their graves, after the resurrec-
tion of Christ, he being the firstfruits.
That is called in the Book of Mormon
the first resurrection; it took place about
the time, or a little after the resurrec-
tion of Jesus. But when he comes the
second time, the firstfruits of the resur-
rection will be the Saints who come out
of their graves. They, in connection with
the Saints of all ages, will be the Church
of the Firstborn, and they will descend
with the Savior when he comes.

There are some who suppose, when
these Saints are thus resurrected and
taken up into heaven, that this will be
the precise period when Jesus will de-
scend on the earth; but I wish to cor-
rect this idea by the aid of both old and
new revelation. Instead of Jesus imme-
diately descending to the earth, when
these Saints are thus taken into heaven,
he will stay until the seven angels have
sounded their trumps. There will be
quite a lapse of time between the sound-
ing of each of these seven; some months
will intervene; they do not all follow
directly one after the other or in the
course of a few hours time; but there
will be a period between in which cer-
tain great and marvelous events will
take place. For instance, if we read
the Revelation of St. John, we find
that when the fifth angel shall sound
his trump, the bottomless pit shall be
opened, and there shall come forth a
great smoke, and a cloud of locusts,
so great that the sun and air shall be



