THE CREATION, ETC.

things, things that were not lawful to
be uttered, and which they were forbid-
den to utter, and it seemed to them like
unto a transfiguration. They, neverthe-
less, came down again out of heaven, af-
ter having had this great feast, and they
went forth upon the face of this land
in connection with nine others of their
quorum, and ministered among the peo-
ple, and so great was their faith, that
when their enemies shut them in pris-
ons, the prisons were rent in twain, and
they came forth from their confinement.
Again, when they dug pits in the earth,
however deep, and cast them down into
them, they smote the earth by the word
of God, and were delivered out of the pits
and came forth unharmed. Again, when
they cast them three times into fur-
naces of fire, they came forth unharmed;
and when they cast them into dens of
wild beasts, they played with them as a
child would play with a suckling lamb,
and came forth unharmed, and they per-
formed mighty miracles, and signs, and
wonders in connection with the other
members of the Twelve. They also built
up the Church of God upon all the face of
this land, and all the inhabitants thereof
were converted and brought to a knowl-
edge of the truth.

These three men tarried among the
Nephites until between three and four
hundred years after Christ, and until
the wickedness of the people became so
great that the Lord took them out of
their midst. Mormon, in speaking of
these three men, inquired of the Lord,
whether they did receive a change to im-
mortality at the time they were caught
up into heaven. The Lord answered and
told him, that they did not receive a full
change, but only so much that Satan had
no power over them, and sickness had
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no power over their bodies. This par-
tial change, then, was sufficient to pre-
serve them to live without pain and sick-
ness, and without Satan having power to
tempt them and lead them astray, and
they would have no sorrow in relation to
themselves, but only in regard to the sins
of the world, and on this account they
sorrowed considerably.

It seems then, that if God did, in an-
cient times, so show forth his power, as
to operate upon three men on this Amer-
ican Continent, and one on the East-
ern Continent, namely, John the Reve-
lator, so that the power of death could
not be exercised over them, that they
could tarry and live here on the earth
for eighteen hundred or two thousand
years, as the case may be, he can per-
form the same in regard to the Latter-
day Saints, that they also shall live; and
inasmuch as they are permitted to dwell
here in the presence of Jesus, it is rea-
sonable to believe that they will ask,
and desire, and seek unto him to re-
ceive this partial change. And will he
grant it? Yes. But yet there is to be a
falling asleep; notwithstanding this par-
tial change, they will fall asleep, when
they have come to full maturity, or the
full age of man. But they will not be
deposited in the grave—this is what the
Lord has told us—they will be raised
again immediately after having fallen
asleep, raised again to immortality and
eternal life, instead of being buried and
seeing corruption. Those persons, there-
fore, who die under these circumstances,
have not the experience of a long absence
from their bodies, their spirits are only
separated for a moment, as it were, and
then they are permitted to come forth
in the beauty of immortality and eternal
life.

The same revelation that speaks



