HONESTY OF PURPOSE, ETC.

within him a hope blooming with immor-
tality and eternal life. It produced a cer-
tainty in his mind and made him feel
that everything else was as dung and
dross in comparison with the life and
light and power and intelligence which
the Gospel imparted.

What kind of ordinances did they
have? They were very simple and
straightforward. We read that when
the disciples were met together, on a
certain occasion in an upper room, the
Spirit of God descended upon them as a
mighty rushing wind, and rested upon
them as in cloven tongues of fire; and
they began to speak in other tongues as
the Spirit of God gave them utterance.
There were people there from the sur-
rounding nations who heard the Apos-
tles speak, in their own tongues, the
wonderful works of God. They did not
know what it meant? Said they—"These
men are drunk." Peter answered—"Oh,
no, that is a slight mistake you have
made, they are not drunk, it is only nine
o'clock, the third hour of the day—people
do not get drunk so early." "Well, what is
it then?" Said Peter—"This is that which
was spoken of by the Prophet Joel—It
shall come to pass in the last days, saith
God, I will pour out my Spirit upon all
flesh. Your old men shall dream dreams,
and your young men shall see visions,
and upon my servants and handmaidens
will I pour out in those days of my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy;" that is it shall
place them in communion with God and
enable them to have dreams and visions,
to prophesy and see things to come; in
other words, it will make them Prophets.
This is the kind of religion they had in
that day.

I sometimes reflect and wonder
whether the same effects would fol-
low if we had that religion today, or
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whether truth has turned into fiction, or
has falsehood turned into truth. How
is it, if that was the Gospel then, and
God is the same yesterday, today and for-
ever, and, as they say in the Church of
England—"As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be, worlds with-
out end, amen?" If that is true, then we
ought to expect the same things today
as they had then, that is, if we profess
the same Gospel. This is the way I rea-
son, I cannot get at it any other way, I
cannot arrive at any other conclusion. It
is reasonable, rational and philosophical,
it agrees with every principle of science,
with every principle of intelligence that
God has communicated to man.

Well having noticed a little of the re-
sults of the Gospel in ancient days, let
us inquire into the principles taught in
those days. We have a very remark-
able account of affairs on the Day of
Pentecost. The Apostles had been wait-
ing at Jerusalem for the gift of the Holy
Ghost. They had been promised it by
Jesus and they expected it. Neither
the Church nor the Apostles had had
time, from the ascension of Jesus, to
get corrupted, nor to introduce any false
principles. They were the recipients of
the favor of God, and his Spirit finally
rested upon them as in cloven tongues of
fire and when the people of the various
nations assembled at Jerusalem heard
them declare the wonderful works of
God, many of them were pricked in their
hearts, and they cried out—"Men and
brethren, what shall we do? We believe
the statement you have made; we believe
that the Messiah, promised by our an-
cient Prophets, has been taken by wicked
hands and crucified and slain; we believe
what you say concerning his resurrec-
tion, and that although he was placed
in the tomb he has burst its barriers



