304

so many different modes of worship. I
think so still. I know, and so do you, ac-
cording to the principles of science, that
the laws which govern the operations of
universal Nature are true to themselves
nine hundred and ninety-nine times, and
then the thousandth time; they are al-
ways true in all the various phases of
Nature's works. This is so under the
most severe tests which scientific criti-
cism can apply; with every known princi-
ple in nature, whether we refer to light,
heat, the gases, or any and all of the el-
ements of which the earth is composed
or by which we are surrounded. In their
operations they are governed and con-
trolled by eternal, unchangeable laws,
and you cannot violate any one of those
laws in any particular without producing
the inevitable result of such violation. In
the motions of the starry heavens, the
sun, moon, earth, day and night, sum-
mer and winter, and the various seasons
as they pass along, the wisdom, intel-
ligence, prescience and power of a God
are manifested; and the same is true
of the organization and operations of all
the myriads of organisms that exist upon
the earth—symmetry, beauty, order and
law pervade and control all their opera-
tions, all manifesting the wisdom, intel-
ligence and power of God. You do not
find one man differing from another, only
in certain respects, a little in stature
or strength. One is a little stronger
than another, one has a more beautiful
face, perhaps; may be more exquisitely
formed than another; but all bear the
same impress; all are governed by the
same laws, all possess the same prop-
erties, powers and faculties to a certain
extent, so far as the body is concerned,
according to the strength or weakness of
the individual. You do not find men with
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four arms, six eyes, ten heads, or fifteen
feet or legs; they are alike, and there
is a uniformity in relation to their gen-
eral organism. So when you come to ex-
amine the properties of water, caloric or
fire, earth, air, the different gases, elec-
tric fluid, or any substance or matter
you please, you will find that they are
governed by certain specific laws, and
those laws are universal in their appli-
cation; and furthermore that all the el-
ements with which we are surrounded
are controlled by certain eternal and un-
changeable laws which cannot be de-
parted from.

Now, what can God think of a peo-
ple, placed here on the earth, the most
intelligent of his creations, possessed of
reasoning faculties, who, in many in-
stances, have investigated and under-
stand the laws of Nature, I say, what
can he think of men who set up every
form, notion and theory, every species
of absurdity that can be imagined, and
call it the worship of God? Suppose we
were to put ourselves in his place for a
little while, we should think there was
something a little strange in relation to
these matters. He might reasonably say,
these men exhibit wisdom and intelli-
gence in many respects. So far as dis-
covering the operations of Nature, and
examining and testing the laws thereof,
they all agree, but in religious matters
they exhibit imbecility and weakness,
in that there is no union. A philoso-
pher in America, France, Germany, Eng-
land, Spain, Italy, Russia, Prussia, or
any other nation, will arrive at the same
conclusions, precisely, that all other men
or scientists of all other nations do;
that is, when they examine the laws of
nature and operate in the actual sci-
ences. No matter where they are, or
in what language they may convey their



