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volume is composed of. Hence Jesus said
to the people in his day—"Search the
scriptures; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life: and they are they which
testify of me;" they are they which un-
fold many things concerning my mission,
the circumstances with which I am sur-
rounded, and events which will tran-
spire in connection with my ministry.
Holy men of God in former times had
prophesied of him. Isaiah, for instance,
had said—"Behold, a virgin shall con-
ceive, and bear a son, and they shall call
his name Immanuel, which being inter-
preted, is God with us." It is said of him
that he came to take away sin by the sac-
rifice of himself, and a great many things
were said and written of him in the
holy Scriptures, before he came, while he
lived upon the earth and after he left it
and ascended up to his Father in heaven.

There is very little difference among
mankind in relation to many of these
facts; men, generally, view these things
alike—I mean in the Christian world—
especially the nation in which we live,
the British and French nations, the em-
pire of Austria, Russia, Prussia, the in-
habitants of Scandinavia and most of the
European nations; and some of the Asi-
atic nations also have faith in what we
term the word of God, and hold its truths
in reverence, according to the ideas they
entertain and the creeds they profess.
There is little or no difference among
the men of these various nations in re-
gard to the existence of a Supreme Be-
ing, who rules and controls the destinies
of nations, as well as of individuals; and
there was no difference, in former times,
between the magicians, and Daniel and
those associated with him in his faith
relative to the true God. They all be-

lieved in him, no matter what deities of
an inferior nature they might have. But
there were very few who knew how to
worship the true God; hence they made
to themselves all sorts of gods, some of
wood, stone, ivory, gold, silver, brass,
iron, &c. They had deities of every
imaginable kind, and through these var-
ious forms and mediums they wished or
thought to propitiate the Deity, and to
secure to themselves some kind of hap-
piness in the life hereafter.

We, in this generation, are a good
deal like them. We think we are very
superior in intelligence and in religion.
Men, everywhere, are egotistical, they
always think they are the smartest and
most intelligent that ever lived; and it
must be confessed that in many respects
the generation in which we live are very
far in advance of many others, and in re-
gard to the arts and sciences, and cer-
tain branches of literature and mecha-
nism, but how vague and uncertain are
the ideas entertained by men in gen-
eral, about the Deity! Are we intellec-
tual in this? I think not. We have our
bodies of divinity, our schools of theol-
ogy, our religious seminaries, and places
where ministers are manufactured and
prepared to perform certain work which
they call preaching the Gospel, and these
ministers, as well as the people, have
different ideas about the Deity and the
proper modes of worshiping him. Does
the incongruity of this state of things
ever strike the minds of reflecting men,
men of science, who are accustomed to
weigh the force of an argument and to
solve knotty problems? When I was
a little boy I used to wonder, if there
was a God who created man, and who
ruled and dictated the affairs of heaven
and earth, why he had pointed out


