DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS, ETC.

the Gospel, when the plan of salva-
tion should be administered to the hu-
man family, they should look after the
fathers—their ancestors; and this is spe-
cially spoken of by the Prophet Malachi,
or rather the Lord through the Prophet
says—"Behold I will send you Elijah the
prophet; he shall turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the hearts of
the children to the fathers, lest I come
and smite the earth with a curse;" as
much as to say, that before the great and
terrible day of the Lord shall come, un-
less the children shall seek after the sal-
vation of their fathers, who are dead and
gone, by being baptized for them, and
attending to every ordinance which God
has ordained for them and in their be-
half, he will smite the whole earth with a
curse, and no people would be prepared
to behold the great and dreadful day of
the Lord.

It is for this reason, that this peo-
ple are building Temples. We do not
build Temples to be places of preaching
altogether; we have tabernacles that will
accommodate many thousands, wherein
we preach to the people; but Temples are
built by the commandment of the Most
High God, constructed after the pattern
that he gives, in order that the people
may be baptized for their dead, as the
Corinthians and the Christians of an-
cient times did, leaving it with those in
the eternal worlds, whether they will re-
ceive what is done for them or not, the
same as Jesus, who died for all men and
all women, leaves it with all men and
all women to act upon their own agency,
and say whether they will or will not re-
ceive that which he has purchased for
them; if they will not, their condemna-
tion is just. So in relation to our dead—if
we officiate for them, we have done our
duty; if they will not repent in the spirit
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world, and obey the principles that God
has ordained for their exaltation, their
condemnation will rest upon their own
heads, and not upon ours. But if we do
not do our duty in relation to the fathers,
they will testify against us in the judg-
ment day, saying—"Lord, you sent an an-
gel from heaven; you communicated the
everlasting Gospel after I was dead; you
gave the Apostleship, by sending Peter,
James and John, and your servants went
forth armed with authority and power to
preach the Gospel to the nations of the
earth, and many received it. You did not
give me the privilege, Lord, of hearing
and obeying the Gospel when I was upon
the earth." Then the Lord might reply—
"But I gave the privilege to the people on
the earth to be baptized for their dead,
and I gave you the privilege of avail-
ing yourself of their administrations, the
same as the antediluvians had." Then
you see, if we have attended to the du-
ties devolving upon us in their behalf,
the condemnation fails upon them; if we
neglect this, it may be that some other
person, not a blood relation, will be ap-
pointed by the Lord, and the condemna-
tion will fall upon the blood relations,
and they will be rejected, while those
whom they have neglected will be saved.
"They without us cannot be made per-
fect," says the New Testament, "neither
we without them." You need not think
that God is so partial that he is going to
save the children in the latter days, and
reject all their ancestors. He is not go-
ing to do any such thing. If we would be
saved we shall have to look after the sal-
vation of the generations which are past
and gone.

"But," says one, "I cannot trace
my forefathers, I can only go back to
my grandfather or great grandfather,
what shall I do? Were not my an-



