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presence of, God—and will rule over the
twelve tribes of Israel.

Now, who would be better qualified to
administer the sacred office of the Apos-
tleship than the three men who held it
while they were here on the earth? There
are a great many in heaven who have
not the right to ordain Apostles, a great
many who, though they are exalted and
have glory and great authority, yet do
not hold the Apostleship, and therefore
they have no right to come as angels
from heaven and lay their hands upon
any individual and ordain him to the
Apostleship. It has to be a man who
holds authority in heaven that can be-
stow it here on the earth; and such men
were Peter, James and John, who re-
stored that authority to the earth in our
day, by bestowing it upon Joseph Smith.
When this authority was restored, the
Church was organized, on the 6th day of
April, 1830, consisting of six members,
and then there was power in existence,
not only to baptize, but to confirm by
the laying on of hands for the baptism
of fire and the Holy Ghost; and from the
authority then sent down afresh from
heaven has this Church been enabled to
pass along, and receive the great bless-
ings which the Lord has bestowed upon
it. But I will pass along.

I was saying, a little while ago, that
there is nothing in the New Testament
to prove that the gifts which were given
to and enjoyed by the ancient Saints,
should ever cease from among the true
people of God; and whenever there has
been a Church of Christ on the earth
there have been all its members, in-
cluding Apostles, Prophets, speakers in
tongues, interpreters of tongues, dis-
cerners of spirits, those having the gift
of healing, &c.; and whenever these
things have disappeared the Church of

Christ has disappeared from the earth,
and then authority, revelation, prophecy,
and the ministration of angels have
ceased. But we have a declaration in
the 13th chapter of Paul's first epistle to
the Corinthians, that these gifts should
be continued in the true Church, until
that which is perfect is come. Now we
see, know, and understand in part; we
see through a glass darkly here in this
world, but when that which is perfect is
come that which is in part shall be done
away. Now we have certain blessings be-
stowed upon us, but the time will come
when tongues will cease and prophecy
will fail; that time will be, when the
Church has become perfect in the eternal
world. After we pass through this state
of existence and are exalted, we shall no
longer see through a glass darkly. Here
while the Church remains in this world,
we only prophesy in part. We have some
gifts, but we do not possess them in their
fullness; but when we receive our resur-
rected bodies, and that which is perfect is
come, we shall have no need of the gift of
healing, because there will be none sick,
for all will be immortal. There will be no
need in those days of prophecy in part,
because everything will be open and un-
derstood by the minds of the Saints of
God, and prophesying in part will be
done away, and they will see as they are
seen and know as they are known. All
these things prove to us, that so long as
the true Church remained on the earth,
so long should all these various gifts re-
main.

The object of these gifts is not
merely to convince the world, but
Paul informs us in another chapter
that they were intended not only for
the unbeliever but also for the be-
liever. When Jesus ascended up on
high, Paul says that he led captiv-
ity captive and gave gifts unto men.


