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minister its ordinances, baptism for the
remission of sins, and the laying on of
hands for the baptism of fire and the
Holy Ghost; authority to build up the
Church and kingdom on the earth, that
the Holy Ghost might again be poured
out as in ancient times, that the people
might receive the gifts thereof, and that
they might know of a surety, when they
had received the Holy Spirit. All this the
Lord has done, hence you see the distin-
guishing characteristics, so far as the or-
ganization of the Church and the admin-
istration of its ordinances are concerned,
between the Latter-day Saints and the
rest of the religious world.

But suppose we speak still further on
one principle, and that is the authority
to baptize. I might be baptized by a per-
son whom the Lord had neither called
nor sent, and that baptism would never
be acknowledged in the eternal worlds. I
might be ever so sincere, and I might re-
ceive the ordinance from the hands of a
man who, I really supposed, had the au-
thority and who was a good, moral, up-
right man, and yet that baptism would
not be acceptable in the sight of God, un-
less he did truly have divine authority.

How am I to know whether a man has
divine authority or not? It is one of the
easiest things in the world to know. I
will tell you how you may know a man
who has divine authority from one who
has not. If you find a man who, though
he may profess to be a Christian min-
ister, says he does not believe in any
later revelations than those given to St.
John the Divine, and that he was the last
to whom the Lord revealed himself, you
may know that that man has no author-
ity from God. Why not? Because the
Bible says—"No man taketh this honor
unto himself"—speaking of the Priest-

hood—"Save he be called of God, as was
Aaron." Now, turn to the Bible and see
how Aaron was called, see if he was not
called by name, by new revelation: that
is, it was a new revelation to him. See
if he was not called through Moses, the
servant of God, who received a revela-
tion commanding him to set apart his
brother Aaron to the Priest's office, di-
recting him what ordinance to use, how
to set him apart, and giving all the par-
ticulars of his calling and ordination to
the ministry, and what his duties were
to be after ordination. All this was given
by new revelation. No man can receive
the Priesthood, neither officiate in its or-
dinances acceptably, unless he is called
of God as was Aaron. If Aaron was called
by new revelation, then all others who
have this authority must be called in the
same way, or their authority is not valid,
and all ordinances under it are good for
nothing.

This is the reason why the Lord
commanded this people—the Latter-day
Saints—to rebaptize all persons who
come to them professing to have been
baptized before. In the early days of
this Church there were certain persons,
belonging to the Baptist denomination,
very moral and no doubt as good peo-
ple as you could find anywhere, who
came, saying they believed in the Book
of Mormon, and that they had been bap-
tized into the Baptist Church, and they
wished to come into our Church. The
Prophet Joseph had not, at that time,
particularly inquired in relation to this
matter, but he did inquire, and received
a revelation from the Lord something
like this—that although a man had been
baptized a hundred times under these
old institutions, it would avail him noth-
ing; that this was the New and Ever-
lasting Covenant, even the same that
was in the beginning, and that they


