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peace among the different Christian
sects toward each other than he had
among the Muhammadans and Chris-
tians, and in most cases the Christians
were far less tolerant towards each other
than the Muhammadans were towards
them. When we find Elders who have
the spirit of such a mission and wish to
labor in the work of the Lord, and to go
into those countries and learn the lan-
guages, we shall send some of them there
to make an attempt to introduce the
Gospel. President Joseph Smith laid us
under obligations to preach the Gospel or
send it to all nations, kindreds, tongues
and people, and wherever the way has
opened we have exerted ourselves to the
utmost to do this. We have a Territory
here hundreds of miles in extent, occu-
pied by a thriving population. Where
did they come from? They have been
gathered from the nations wherever the
Elders of Israel have been permitted to
preach. A great many of the Christian
nations are locked up. A man could now
preach in Italy, but the traditions of the
people are so strong that it would be a
dangerous experiment probably to un-
dertake it. While conversing with some
Greek members of parliament they said
to us—"We are Christians already, why
not go among the heathens and teach
them Christ? We know something about
Christ now, and that is enough." The
constitution of Greece provides that all
sects may be tolerated, but proselytism
is prohibited from the Oriental Greek
church, so you may think as you have a
mind to, but if you get any of the peo-
ple to believe in the Gospel and they are
baptized you are subject to a penalty.

I wish to bear my testimony to the
truths of the Gospel, to express my grat-
itude to the Conference for the atten-
dance and attention, and to return my
heartfelt thanks to our brethren and sis-
ters who have made us music. I am
gratified at the attendance of the singers
from the various settlements. I feel that
the blessing of Israel's God will be upon
them. I hope the brethren and sisters
will treasure up what they have heard
and profit by it. Every man who has
spoken has seemed to be filled with the
power of the Holy Spirit. At the open-
ing of the Conference I requested that
the prayer of faith should ascend on high
that the Spirit of the Almighty might dic-
tate and control those who spoke, that
we might be edified by the power of the
Almighty. Our prayer has been heard,
and we can now go away from this Con-
ference to the different parts of the Ter-
ritory, or to our several missions abroad,
wherever we are called, with a united
faith and confidence that we shall be bet-
ter men, and that we shall more truly
and faithfully perform our duties than
we have done before.

The blessings of Israel's God be upon
you all, and may we all be faithful in the
performance of our several duties, exer-
cising faith before God to deliver us from
our enemies, and cause that the Laman-
ites may be peaceable in our midst; for
I will assure you, brethren, that if you
want the Lamanites to be peaceable to-
wards you, you must cultivate peaceable
feelings in your hearts towards them,
and never desire to shed their blood.

The peace of God be upon you all, in
the name of Jesus. Amen.


