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no murder, Thou shalt not commit adul-
tery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not
bear false witness, Honor thy father and
thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself." The answer was,
that all these duties had been performed
from his earliest youth. But, still one
thing was lacking to make him perfect in
the sight of the Savior, viz., to allow his
means and property to be controlled in
the cause of God, and by the will of God.
"Sell all thou hast, and give to the poor,
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven:
and follow me." But when the young man
heard that saying, he went away sorrow-
ful, for he had great possessions. In all
other duties he had been faithful and
blameless, but in this, his selfishness
and love of riches held complete control,
which called forth the remark of the Sav-
ior, "It is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to
enter into the kingdom of God." This say-
ing created great amazement among the
disciples, who asked, with astonishment,
"Who then can be saved?"

This principle of submission, and be-
ing controlled in property matters, is a
doctrine which belongs to the Gospel and
the building up of the kingdom of God. It
was preached and practiced in the Apos-
tolic dispensation, also by the Nephites
upon this continent, after the introduc-
tion among them of the Gospel in its full-
ness, as recorded in the Book of Mormon.
It was also a doctrine introduced to us,
over forty years ago, which we find set
forth in various revelations contained in
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants.

This consecration, or yielding our
temporal interests to be directed for
the work of the Lord, as being a fun-
damental element in the work of sal-
vation, and in the union and per-
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fecting of the Saints, is very clearly
shown in the second and fourth chap-
ters of the Acts of the Apostles: "And
all that believed were together, and had
all things common; And sold their pos-
sessions and goods, and parted them to
all men, as every man had need. Nei-
ther was there any among them that
lacked: for as many as were possessors of
lands or houses sold them, and brought
the prices of the things that were sold.
And laid them down at the apostles' feet:
and distribution was made unto every
man according as he had need." Ana-
nias, and Sapphira his wife, also sold
their possessions, but fearing, perhaps,
that this scheme of things might not op-
erate altogether successfully, they there-
fore concealed a portion of their means,
and made a false report, but were fear-
fully punished for their duplicity and
hypocrisy, showing that this principle of
consecration was acknowledged of the
Lord, and that he regarded disobedience
with the utmost displeasure.

When the Church was established
among the Nephites, as recorded in
the Book of Mormon, this doctrine was
preached by them, and practiced nearly
two hundred years, resulting in peace,
union, great prosperity, and miraculous
blessings, greater than were ever ex-
perienced by any people of whom we
have record. The most remarkable mir-
acles were constantly wrought among
them; their sick were healed, and in
some instances their dead restored to
life. These extraordinary manifesta-
tions of the approbation of God contin-
ued so long as they remained one in
their temporal interest, or were con-
trolled in their financial matters accord-
ing to the Order of Enoch. At the
close of two hundred years they began
to separate their interests, and each
one to control his own financial affairs
to suit his individual and selfish pur-



