UNCHANGEABLENESS OF THE GOSPEL, ETC.

and we as Latter-day Saints have it to
build. People think it strange because so
much is said with regard to this. I will
tell you Latter-day Saints, and the Chris-
tian world too, our work will fall short,
we will come short of our duties, and
we never shall perform the work that
God Almighty has decreed we shall per-
form unless we enter into these tempo-
ral things. We are obliged to build cities,
towns and villages, and we are obliged to
gather the people from every nation un-
der heaven to the Zion of God, that they
may be taught in the ways of the Lord.
We have only just begun to prepare for
the celestial law when we are baptized
into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints.

There has been a good deal said here
with regard to baptism for the dead.
When Joseph Smith had laid the foun-
dation of this work he was taken away.
There are good reasons why it was so. Je-
sus sealed his testimony with his blood.
Joseph Smith did the same, and from the
day he died his testimony has been in
force upon the whole world. He has gone
into the spirit world and organized this
dispensation on that side of the veil; he
is gathering together the Elders of Israel
and the Saints of God in the spirit world,
for they have a work to do there as well
as here. Joseph and Hyrum Smith, Fa-
ther Smith, David Patten and the other
Elders who have been called to the other
side of the veil have fifty times as many
people to preach to as we have on the
earth. There they have all the spirits
who have lived on the earth in seventeen
centuries—fifty generations, fifty thou-
sand millions of persons who lived and
died here without having seen a Prophet
or Apostle, and without having the word
of the Lord sent unto them. They are

269

shut up in prison, awaiting the message
of the Elders of Israel. We have only
about a thousand millions of people on
the earth, but in the spirit world they
have fifty thousand millions; and there
is not a single revelation which gives
us any reason to believe that any man
who enters the spirit world preached the
Gospel there to those who lived after
him; but they all preach to men who
were in the flesh before they were. Je-
sus himself preached to the antediluvian
world, who had been in prison for thou-
sands of years. So with Joseph Smith
and the Elders—they will have to preach
to the inhabitants of the earth who have
died during the last seventeen centuries;
and when they hear the testimony of
the Elders and accept it there should be
somebody on the earth, as we have been
told, to attend to the ordinances of the
house of God for them, that they may be
judged according to men in the flesh and
come forth in the morning of the first res-
urrection and have a part therein with
us.

These are eternal principles of the
Gospel of Christ. We have been com-
manded and have been under the ne-
cessity of going forth and declaring it
to the sons of men. I will ask by what
power have these Apostles and Elders
taken their knapsacks on their backs,
wading swamps and rivers, and preach-
ing without purse and scrip, as they
have done for years and years past and
gone. What power has sustained them?
As I have said before, these revelations
of God, these great commandments and
prophecies that have been given for the
last six thousand years. They have
been inspired by the Spirit and power
of God, they have been commanded to
go forth and warn this generation by
preaching the Gospel to them. Here is



