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of the day. Whom did the Lord call?
The Patriarchs and Prophets not only
pointed out the Zion of God and the man-
ner in which his Church and kingdom
should be established and built up, but
they even called the name of the man
who should be called to establish this
work, and I do not know but the name
of his father. His name was to be Joseph
and he was to be a lineal descendant
of ancient Joseph, who was sold into
Egypt, separated from his brethren. The
record or stick of Joseph in the hand of
Ephraim, which Ezekiel speaks of, which
was to be put with the record of the Jews
in the last days, was to be an instru-
ment in the hands of God of perform-
ing this great work of laying the foun-
dation of this Church, and the gathering
of the twelve tribes of the house of Is-
rael. In that record the man's name was
pointed out as well as the work he was
to do. Joseph Smith knew nothing of all
this until after he was administered to
by the angel of God; he had no knowl-
edge of this when he brought forth that
record to the world, and until he trans-
lated it, by the Urim and Thummim, into
the English language. He had no knowl-
edge whatever of this; but here was that
great band, as strong as iron, that sur-
rounded him by the revelations of God,
for the last six thousand years, by ev-
ery man who spoke of the work of God
in the last days. These prophecies, reve-
lations, and decrees of the Almighty, as it
were, surrounded that man, and he had
to be taught, not by man nor by the will
of man, but he required the angels of God
to come forth and teach him; it required
the revelations of God to teach him,
and he was taught for years by visions
and revelations, and by holy angels sent
from God out of heaven to teach and in-

struct him and prepare him to lay the
foundation of this Church.

As I before remarked, these prophe-
cies surrounded him, forming, in one
sense of the word, a band and a power
he could not get out of. Why? Because
no prophecy of Scripture is of any pri-
vate interpretation, but holy men of old
spoke as they were moved upon by the
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and when
any of those Prophets and Patriarchs for
the last six thousand years spoke, when
wrapped in prophetic vision, of the Zion
of God being established in the last dis-
pensation, those decrees had to be ful-
filled to the very letter.

When Joseph Smith received these
revelations he was an illiterate boy, like
David among the sheep. The Lord, in
this day, did not choose one from among
the great, mighty, rich or noble, but
he choose one prepared from before the
foundation of the world, to come forth
in the last days, through the loins of
ancient Joseph who, in the hands of
God, was the savior of the house of Is-
rael and of the Egyptians in his day.
This man was raised up in his proper
time, and came forth into the world, and
the Lord began to feel after him and to
prepare him; but he, himself, did not
know even when he laid the founda-
tion of this work. The Lord told him—
"you will lay the foundation of a great
work, but you know it not." Joseph him-
self could not comprehend, unless he was
wrapped in the visions of eternity, the
importance of the work the foundation of
which he had laid. When his mind was
opened he could understand, in many
respects, the designs of God; and these
revelations were around him and they
guided his footsteps. They could not
fail of fulfillment, they had to be ac-
complished in the earth. The servant
of God came forth and he received the


