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our young people may have the privilege
of entering into that sacred union not
only for time, or until they are parted
by death, but that they may have a
legal claim, by virtue of the marriage
covenant, upon each other after the res-
urrection.

Some may say—"I think I will wait
until after the resurrection and then I
will secure me a wife for eternity; or per-
haps I will merely marry a women here
for time, and put off the eternal part,
until after the resurrection." What says
Jesus on this subject? "In the resurrec-
tion they neither marry, nor are given
in marriage." Why not? Because that is
an ordinance, like baptism, that must be
administered by those in the flesh. If,
while in the flesh, we fail to secure to
ourselves the remission of our sins, and
the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost
by going down into the water and being
baptized for the remission of our sins,
by one having authority to administer
this ordinance, we cannot attend to it
in our own persons after the resurrec-
tion. That is an ordinance that cannot
be administered after the resurrection;
if it is not done until then, it must be
done by some person still living in the
flesh, for and in behalf of the one who
has gone into the spirit world. Those
in the spirit world have no claim upon
blessings for eternity, unless they are se-
cured while in the flesh. It is so with
all the ordinances pertaining to eternity,
they must be performed in the flesh, and
not in the next life. Hence if an indi-
vidual is so unfortunate that he fights
against a principle, or becomes careless
and indifferent; or if he goes to a jus-
tice of the peace, thinking that he will
secure to himself a wife for eternity, he
is grandly mistaken; and if he dies, hav-
ing been married according to this form,

he has no promise whatsoever that, af-
ter the resurrection, he will have a wife;
for in that world, this sacred ordinance
cannot be attended to.

Another thing which I wish to explain
is, that, in the sight of heaven, their chil-
dren are illegitimate. Of course they are
legitimate according to the laws of the
country. Such children can claim the
property of their parents, they are the le-
gal heirs to the property descending from
parents to children by virtue of the laws
of the country. But when I say illegiti-
mate I mean in the sight of heaven. Now,
all you young people who have been mar-
ried in this Territory or abroad, by jus-
tices of the peace, or even by Elders of
the Church only for time, when you have
the opportunity of coming up here to the
house of God, and receiving these ordi-
nances, and do not, your children are il-
legitimate in the sight of heaven.

Perhaps you may enquire, "What is
there to be inherited in eternity that
makes it really necessary that our chil-
dren should be legitimate, so far as di-
vine authority is concerned?" The Lord
our God is a God of law, his house is
a house of order; and all blessings, and
honor, and glory, and inheritance, that
are to be received in the eternal worlds
must be according to divine law and di-
vine ordinances, and whosoever complies
with the law of heaven has a legal claim
in eternity. That which is performed by
man, without divine law, however per-
fect human law may be, has no bearing
upon eternity. Man's works are one thing
and God's works another. A blessing be-
stowed upon men, such as the legitimate
heirship to the property of their parents
is one thing, and a blessing bestowed
by the Eternal Father in the heavens is
another. He performs all of his works


