TEMPLES TO BE BUILT, ETC.

me; and during this time your baptisms
shall be acceptable unto me."

I want this Conference to understand
that it is not only the Saints who are
here assembled, but all in this Territory,
and wherever our settlements extend, all
who have entered into covenant with the
Lord are under this command. I will
read further.

"But behold, at the end of this ap-
pointment your baptisms for your dead
shall not be acceptable unto me; and
if you do not these things at the end
of the appointment ye shall be rejected
as a church, with your dead, saith the
Lord your God. For verily I say unto
you, that after you have had sufficient
time to build a house to me, wherein
the ordinance of baptizing for the dead
belongeth, and for which the same was
instituted from before the foundation
of the world, your baptisms for your
dead cannot be acceptable unto me; For
therein are the keys of the holy priest-
hood ordained, that you may receive
honor and glory. And after this time,
your baptisms for the dead, by those who
are scattered abroad, are not acceptable
unto me, saith the Lord. For it is or-
dained that in Zion, and in her stakes,
and in Jerusalem, those places which I
have appointed for refuge, shall be places
for your baptisms for your dead.

"And again, verily I say unto you,
how shall your washings be acceptable
unto me, except ye perform them in
a house which you have built to my
name? For, for this cause I com-
manded Moses that he should build
a tabernacle, that they should bear it
with them in the wilderness, and to
build a house in the land of promise,
that those ordinances might be revealed
which had been hid from before the
world was. Therefore, verily I say unto
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you, that your anointings, and your
washings, and your baptisms for the
dead, and your solemn assemblies, and
your memorials for your sacrifices by the
sons of Levi, and for your oracles in
your most holy places wherein you re-
ceive conversations, and your statutes
and judgments, for the beginning of the
revelations and foundation of Zion, and
for the glory, honor, and endowment of
all her municipals, are ordained by the
ordinance of my holy house, which my
people are always commanded to build
unto my holy name."

It seems to be a standing command
to the Saints, wherever they may be lo-
cated, to build a house unto the Lord,
wherever there is a stronghold pointed
out for the gathering of the Saints, such
as Kirtland, Nauvoo, Jackson County,
Mo., and other places which are men-
tioned in revelation. The Lord has com-
manded his Saints in all these places to
do a work, which will be effectually ac-
complished in due time. They are al-
ways commanded to build a house unto
the Lord.

We have been here twenty-six years
and have only a foundation and a few
tier of rock laid towards a house of
the Lord. It is true we have a large
tabernacle which will contain some fif-
teen thousand persons when they are
closely seated, and the standing room
also occupied. But this is not a Tem-
ple of the Lord. We meet here to sing
praises, and to be instructed in our du-
ties as Saints, but this is not a house
of ordinances; it is not a house for
the baptism of the dead, or in which
the Saints receive their washings and
anointings; it is not a house in which
you will receive statutes, and judgments,
and laws pertaining to the kingdom of
God. God has ordained a building of a



